
 Cycle 8,2018 
newsletter 

“Your life is your story, and the adventure ahead of you is the journey to fulfil your own purpose and potential.”  
—Kerry Washington 

 
Mon 28th January   Australia Day Public Holiday 

Tues 29th January  Student Free Day  

Wed 30th January  First Day of Cycle 1  
(for Lvls 1—6) 

Thu 31st January  First Day of Cycle 1  
(for Foundation Students) 

Wed 13th— Fri 15th  February   FAMP—Cape Paterson  

Fri 22nd February   Student Free Day 

Significant Dates for Cycle 1, 2019 

 

Birthdays 
 

 

 January  
Angelique, Anya, 

Jacqueline & Xavier 

February 
Camila 

PIVS Graduation 2018—L-R Emma, Fiona, Nick, Jenny, Jo, Jess,  

Craig, Scarlett, Abbey, Jasmine, Georgia, Isabelle & Sebastian 



 

PIVS Masquerade Graduation Dinner  by Lien  

Nadine, Ebony & Olive  

Scarlett giving her speech 

The Graduates— Scarlett, Abbey,  
Jasmine, Georgia, Isabelle & Seb 

Seb giving his speech 

Lois & Saoirse 

The amazing set-up  by the team 

It has been a momentous year for PIVS; the first in which we’ve had a 

full complement of students from Foundation to Level 6, and also the 

first in which we’ve had any students ready to move on from the 

primary years to high school. To mark this significant transition, 

several cycles ago the graduating students spent time brainstorming 

with their mentors to help shape how they wanted their end of year 

to look. Several traditions were begun, all of which the Grade 6s 

helped to plan. These included Grade 6 camp; the development of 

beautiful Graduation books, to which the graduands, students from F 

to Level 5 and mentors all contributed; and a spectacular Graduation 

Dinner, for which the graduands chose the theme ‘Masquerade’. The 

success of all of these ventures was a testament to our wonderful 

community and dedicated mentors who pulled everything together in 

a relatively short period of time.  

The dinner in particular was a huge high point for the year. Newhaven 

Hall was transformed by Camille and Jenny and their helpers into a 

magical, glowing wonderland, Jess, Dinah and their helpers (including 

some parents and staff from KVS) cooked up a storm, and Fiona co-

ordinated all of the many threads into a coherent whole. The vibe on 

the night was full of excitement, warmth and positive emotions. I had 

so many people comment to me how much they loved the evening, 

and strongly felt the community connections running through and 

reinforced by such a wonderful event. The highlight was seeing how 

much the graduates themselves enjoyed the night; their glowing 

faces speaking volumes. It was also amazing to feel the pride of our 

collective community in seeing such wonderful young people so ready 

to move on to high school, while knowing that they will always 

remain part of the Village.  
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Shayla giving Jess a hand The supplies 
Anthony, Nick & the kids 

 

Glee Club PLP by Jo 

  Each cycle the students brainstorm ideas for PLPs (Personal Learning Projects), based on what they’re 

interested in and sparked by. We have so much passion and sparkiness in the area of Performing Arts, that 

Glee Club was formed for Cycles 7 and 8. The aim of Glee Club was to provide students with an opportunity to 

be creative, share ideas for choreography, sing, dance and just enjoy performing.  

Every Friday afternoon we would head to the Rhyll Hall, where we had a fabulous space to let everyone’s 

creativity run wild! During Cycle 7 we had three different groups working on dance routines. The students 

would come along with ideas and then Fran and I would facilitate 

these sessions to bring their visions to life.  

With the Graduation Masquerade Dinner set for the end of Cycle 8, 

two of the Glee Club groups decided they would like to perform their 

pieces for an audience. We held three sessions in Cycle 8 to work on 

polishing routines, practicing our performance skills and organising 

costumes and props. The collaboration was fantastic!  

The big night came, and the students were feeling a mixture of 

nerves and excitement. It was an excellent opportunity for them to 

showcase their hard work, passion and dedication as part of the Glee 

Club PLP. They all performed their routines beautifully and made 

everyone in the room so proud! 

A big thank you to Fran for coming along each Friday to share her 

knowledge and love of dance. We all had so much fun working 

together, and it was always an awesome way to end the week! 
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The PIVS Glee t-shirts on show 

The Greatest Show—Jacquie, Angie, Olive, Nate,  

Cordelia, Chloe & Riven 

 
During Cycle 8, next year’s Foundation students visited school each week for a transition 

session. We read lots of stories together, played games, learned all about our school and 

got to meet mentors and other students. The new Foundation students have become 

more and more confident and comfortable at school, have been loving exploring outside 

and have already made some special friendships within their new group and with the 

older students. In the last week of school, we had our whole school transition day. The 

new students stayed for half a day practicing being at school for a longer session and 

experiencing the school day routines including morning meeting, morning tea 

and lunch time. We also had a much-anticipated buddy session with a group of 

older students. The older students were so excited to meet their little buddies 

and had made cards and small gifts for their first meeting. The buddy groups 

then had a fantastic time doing a scavenger hunt together. They went to find 

various items around the school grounds together, 

which provided a great opportunity for bonding and 

getting to know each other. I am looking forward to 

another fun-filled year in 2019 with the new  

   Foundation students and a brand new learning space!  

2019 Foundation Transition  by Emma 

Angie, Lexie & Ruby 

Riven, Isla & Jacqui 

Willow & Rhian Jack & Zen 

Isis & Aerin Lulu & Shayla Ebony, Cordelia & Olive 



 
Farm School by Jo 

Farm School continued to be a huge hit during Cycle 8! The students 

worked hard each Monday at Jo’s farm to get the chook pen ready for the 

new resident rooster. They were busy finishing off walls and making 

doors, as well as sneaking in lots of cuddles with the farm animals.  

Before we knew it, the cycle was coming to an end and it was time to 

take Hector and his friend Peta from PIVS to their new home. Our last 

session of Farm School involved catching, transporting and delivering the 

rooster and chicken to Bass. As you can imagine, there was a buzz in the 

air and lots of excitement!  

Hector and Peta were successfully re-homed, and I could see how proud 

the students were of themselves. We shared a final picnic lunch together 

and celebrated all the wonderful memories of Farm School.  

It was also great timing for the students to meet a few new additions to 

the farm! They enjoyed feeding and cuddling the rescue lambs, Mabel 

and Teddy, and the miniature goat, Ralph. I just love seeing the sparkle in 

their eyes when they share a special moment with an animal.  

I would like to thank Joel Huckett for his support of Farm School and for 

facilitating the chook pen construction. The students gained lots of new 

skills and really enjoyed the whole experience. I can’t wait to see what 

Farm School has in store for 2019… 

Afternoon tea time 

The proud students with their  
completed project 

Playtime with the  rescue lambs 

 

Shearwater Walk  by Nick  

2018 has been a massive year for Nature Kids! Filled with wonder and excitement, we have done everything 

from walking along the beach to mustering outlaw gangs of wallabies. To recognise what a fantastic year 

we’ve had, it felt right to go out with one last ode to the Nature Kids. We racked our brains to figure out what 

we should do and decided on a dinner together followed by a walk out to Cape Woolamai to watch the Short-

Tailed Shearwaters come in. On the last Monday of the year, a group of Nature Kids’ families met in San 

Remo to have fish and chips and reminisce on the year gone by. Following this we jumped in our cars and 

drove to the Cape Woolamai surf beach. Duncan Sutherland (Aerin’s dad), resident Short-Tailed Shearwater 

expert and Nature Kids alumni talked us through what we were going to see and the science behind the 

natural spectacle. We walked out to the cliff overlooking the water and found a comfortable spot. After much 

anticipation, little by little, Shearwaters started trickling in. This trickle soon turned into a full on burst main 

and the sky came alive with countless 

birds soaring through the sky. It was 

a wonderful night and a wonderful 

year; thankyou to all that were able 

to join us on the night and all that 

have been involved with the Nature 

Kids in 2018. Duncan and the Nature Kids 

Waiting for Shearwaters 
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 Available in 2019 

 

Klaus  

Foundation Portfolios  
by Emma 

At PIVS, the Foundation students’ learning 

journey is documented through folios which 

include photographs and work samples. The 

folios are given to families at the end of the 

year and are a great reflection of the learning 

and progress that students have made, as well 

as being a keepsake for treasured memories 

made over the year.  
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New 
Classroom 

for PIVS 

Our very last day at school  

saw the delivery of our 

brand new transportable 

classroom. This lovely 

new space will be home to 

the Foundation students 

(and Level 1s when they 

are working together).  

Mentors have been 

enjoying looking through 

catalogues for the new 

furniture to go with it! 

 

Piano Lessons (F-Lvl 6) 

with Sarah Bouquet @ PIVS 
 

Horse Riding (Lvls 1-6) 
with Mark and Di  @  

The Horse Workshop, Bass 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These lessons are held during school 
hours but paid for by parents.  

Transport is provided by PIVS for  
horse riding lessons. Contact Fran in the 

office for more information. 

Farewell to Tate  
At the close of 2018 we are sad to  

say goodbye to Tate, a PIVS 

founding student and much loved 

member of our community.  Tate 

and his family (Benita, Geoff and 

Milly) have been here from day 

one 2016 and have contributed 

greatly to the development of the 

school. Tate has always held 

wonderful connections with 

students of all ages and has been 

a great role model for the Village School in both our 

community and the broader Phillip Island communi-

ty. Tate, may your passion for people, sport, and 

your zest for life stay with you always.  Wishing you 

all the very best 

in your journey 

ahead wherev-

er that may 

take you.  

Tate & Xavier  



 PAG Visit by Jess 

We made some great 

memories during our final 

visit for the year to the 

Bass Coast Planned 

Activity Group in Cowes. 

The Grade 6 students took 

their graduation journals to 

show their older friends 

and it made for a beautiful 

morning. Of course, we 

finished off with our newly 

shared tradition, a game of 

Hoy (Bingo). 
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Jasper Jasmine riding the energy bike. 

 

During the Nature Kids camp earlier this year we took part in a big 

Landcare tree planting in one of the only pieces of remnant Sheoak 

forest remaining on Phillip Island. On the day, volunteers from the 

Phillip Island Landcare group, the Bass Valley Landcare group, South 

Coast Taxis and PIVS all came together to make the planting a success, 

and we ended up with over 1000 trees in the ground! 

With all of the recent spring rain, things had been looking good for our 

saplings, but unfortunately, someone left a gate to the Sheoak forest 

open, allowing a group of wallabies to sneak in and begin snacking on the saplings till their hearts were 

content. The Phillip Island Landcare group set off the alarm bells and the Phillip Island Village School 

answered the call! 

On the last Wednesday of cycle, a group of skilled and brave wallaby experts headed down to the tree 

planting site to help muster the wallabies away from the vulnerable saplings. With David Rooks, the 

President of the Phillip Island Landcare Group and a rowdy bunch of enviro warriors from the Grand Prix 

track, we formed a line and headed into the bush. It wasn’t long until the adventure started and ‘thump!’, 

wallabies started skirting through the undergrowth right in front of us. As we kept moving the wallabies 

became more and more determined to break our line. Soon, ‘swoosh!’ a wallaby came roaring past us and 

back into the shrubs we’d herded it from. This game of cat and mouse, or student and wallaby continued 

until we reached the back fence line. Some wallabies still managed to evade us, but the aforementioned 

enviro warriors from the GP track managed to herd these out later.  

Following this excitement, we fixed up some of the nibbled saplings, however energy was low at this point 

   and it wasn’t long before we sat down for lunch. David provided us with a wonderful lunch as we sat under 

          one of the Sheoaks and listened to the wind through their leaves. What a fantastic day! 

Landcare Wallabies  by Nick 

At the end of this cycle, 

board members and staff 

from both Village Schools 

got together at the 

Kilcunda Pub to celebrate 

the end of another school 

year. I was amazed when I 

realised that this would involve a guest list of 35! It’s so lovely to see the 

connection amongst our teams growing, as relationships are at the core 

of the work we do, whether you are a board member, mentor or part of 

the school support team. A huge thank you to everyone who has 

         contributed to  the fabulous work of the Village Schools in 2018. 

Village Schools Board & Staff 
End-of-Year Dinner by Fiona 

Landcare does a great lunch 

Dinner at the Killy 



Mila, Indigo & Isabelle 

Huntsman holding Isabelle & Mila 

 

The Grade 6s had the awesome opportunity to plan  

out their very own camp as part of their graduation 

activities, and the ideas came thick and fast. Before long we had narrowed our location to somewhere 

more local; the Great Ocean Road. The next job was to think about how we were going to get there. And 

then, what activities we were going to do and of course how much it was going to cost. The Grade 6 crew 

pitched their plan to Fiona for even more ideas, then they got the green light to book! Oh, and what a 

camp it was!  

These Grade 6’s really went out with a bang! First, we headed off to catch the ferry 

across the heads from Sorrento to Queenscliff. The Grade 6s, Henry and I had our 

lunch on this picturesque ride, and this set the cruisy, yet adventurous scene for the 

3 days ahead. Once the ferry hit the surf coast, we just knew it was time for some 

crazy fun. Look out Geelong Adventure Park! Warming up 

on the ‘lazy river’, driving around in miniature cars, getting 

dizzy on the mega swing, relaxing on the deck chairs and 

squealing all the way down the giant tornado; let’s just say, 

we stayed a little longer than the two hours that we had 

planned! Too much fun! Home we went to our AirBnB, with 

a stopover at Surf Coast Wholefoods for supplies and then 

we settled in for the night. Day 2, what a glorious day for 

our beach day! We swam at our ‘local’ beach at Anglesea in 

the morning and travelled to Lorne for a dip in the after-

noon. What a beautiful coastline to explore! It was so great 

that on this day we had nowhere to be at any given time. We were 

all so carefree and you could tell that the kids had an absolute 

blast! Day 3, maybe just a tiny bit exhausted, we cleaned up our 

little place and headed out for one last adventure to Geelong Supa 

tramp. What a great few days! The students have created a fantastic tradition and 

had an absolute ripper time planning and experiencing their very own camp.  

Year 6 Camp by Jess   

 Questacon at The Nobbies  by  Fiona 

This cycle we had the opportunity to attend ‘Questacon’; 

Phillip Island Nature Parks Science on the Move exhibition 

being held at the Antarctic Journey at the Nobbies. With 

23 exhibits and 35 science 

experiences on offer, the students 

had a fabulous time being ‘hands 

on’. Their favourite part of the 

day without a doubt was part of 

the permanent Antarctic Journey exhibit; the augmented ‘interactive’ big screen. 

There was plenty of laughter as the seals and penguins came up onto the ice 

platform and the students positioned themselves for close encounters.  7 

Having a great time with the interactive big screen!  

Interactive Dinner table 
learning about  

our seafood origins 

Great beach weather 

      Amazing Jaz! 

Chillin’ at the Airbnb 

On the way to the ferry 

Portsea to Queenscliff 

Seb & Xavier 

Jess & Scarlett aiming high 

Home cooking 



 

Meet the PIVS Chess Master — Klaus Kollner by Nick 
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During Cycle 8, the PIVS Board continued work on the PIVS Strategic Plan in addition to holding our 

regular meetings. We’ve been enjoying sharing ideas and watching the vision for PIVS take shape in a 

tangible form. It’s a priority for us to continue to improve and add to the written information on the PIVS 

approaches to teaching and learning, and our overarching philosophies, to make this easier to communi-

cate both within our community and also more broadly. We were also very happy to see the efforts of 

Peter and Fiona in particular, in commissioning a flash new portable, which was delivered at the end of 

the cycle. This will be a great new space for some of our younger students and will allow the mentor team 

to use the main building differently in 2019. 

And it is with some sadness that we farewell Peter Wolf from the PIVS Board. For the last several months 

he has held a role on both the PIVS and VHS Boards, and 

has been planning to step down from his PIVS role at the 

end of 2018. Fortunately, Pete will still be around for many 

years as a PIVS parent, so although he won’t hold a formal 

governance role, he will still remain an integral part of our 

community. Thanks for all of your work, Pete. 

Board Report by Lien  

 Tell us about your life: I was born in Germany in 1936. As a child I experi-

enced the Nazi philosophy. It took me a lifetime to understand how these 

things work. As a child you pick up the habits and philosophy of the adults 

and culture around you and that shapes you as an adult.  

After Hitler, the culture of Germany changed dramatically and in 1958 at 

the age of 22 I decided to leave Germany and come to Australia. I arrived in 

Bonegilla, on the Victorian border. 

I stayed at a migrant camp in the 

town, until I got a job in Melbourne as an upholsterer and then 

for Mercedes Benz in Melbourne, until they stopped assem-

bling cars in Australia. After this I worked in security for 15 

years, until I retired.  

And, tell us about chess: I’ve played chess since I was a child. 

During my working life I didn’t play much chess, but since 

retiring I have loved playing again. I joined a chess club several 

years ago and have been playing consistently since. I like the 

game of chess and I can see its benefits. Chess trains your 

brain to think and plan ahead. Of course you make mistakes 

but can then learn from these mistakes. Chess isn’t a game of 

luck, it is a game of how clearly you can think and focus, army 

generals in history have played chess to clear their mind and 

think strategically. I am never concerned if I lose a game, but I 

am not happy with myself if I bore my opponent. 

 

We are disappointed to bid farewell 
to our Early Years Intern - Nadine 
Leed who has worked at PIVS since 
May of this year. What a fabulous 
send off she gave the children with 
her superb face painting at the gradu-
ation  dinner. We wish you all the 
best with your teaching career. 

Evie,Jonah, Emma, Cruz, Saoirse,Eli,  
Tee-Jai,Harry, Nadine, Oscar & Beni 

Farewell Nadine! 

PIVS Board: Pete, Fiona, Kelly, Lien, Paul 


