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1 “Nature is one of the most underutilized treasures in life. It has the power to  
unburden hearts and reconnect to that inner place of peace.” - Janice Anderson 

 Monday 8th October  First Day of Cycle 7 

Tuesday 23rd October PIVS School Photos 

Friday 2nd November Film Night Community Dinner 

Monday 5th November  Student Free Day 

Tuesday  6th November Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

Wednesday 7th –  
Friday 9th November Bear Gully Camp (Lvls 3-5) 

Friday 9th November Last Day of Cycle 7 

 

Birthdays 
 

October 
Saoirse, Shayla  

& Isabelle 
 

 November 
Beni & Fenn 

Significant Dates for Cycle 7, 2018 

Nature Kids Camp at Smiths Beach 2018—Tate, Xavier, Jess, Seb, Isabelle, Willow, Jasmine & Nick. 



 

Meet the Mentor— Craig Dowell 
        What was it like for you at school?  

Now that I’ve found myself on the other side of the learning fence I’ve thought 
about my own education quite a bit. My fondest memories of school were thanks 
to a couple of great teachers and I’m sure we all have those favourites. Anyway, 
these teachers would be on our level and talk to us like adults, they would make 
learning fun and although some of the content may have been dry, these  
teachers would fill their lessons with stories or try to make fun activities or  
discussions that linked in some way.  

If you were a child at PIVS, would you like this school? Why?  

Are you kidding? This school would have been perfect for me! To be honest,  
I don’t think anybody asked me what I wanted to do until I was about to  
graduate high school, and by then I barely had any idea. So, I think PIVS would 
bring about those conversations a lot earlier and create the conditions for me to 
explore what made me SPARK!  

What other careers have you had?  

Prior to teaching, I had a 11-year career with Mercedes Benz, which started off as 17-year-old me  
lying underneath garbage trucks and soil transporters hosing off all the dirt so that they could be  
inspected by the mechanics. A baptism of soaked overalls! Anyway, I finished a 4-year  
apprenticeship and got ‘graduating apprentice of the year’ for the UK, then I travelled to Australia. I hit it off 
with this great land and began working for a Mercedes Benz dealership in Brighton, where I was  
promoted further into the business. About the same time as I got my last promotion I began working  
towards fundraising, planning and eventually building a day care centre in Malawi, Africa. It was probably 
around this point that I started questioning ‘chasing the dollar’ and began searching for my  
spark… teaching! 

Why did you want to work at PIVS ?  

I stumbled across this little thing called ‘alternative education’ about 18 months into my degree.  
Before this point I thought independent schools were all about chasing NAPLAN results and making  
money, oh how wrong I was. There is a close network of schools and individuals that strive towards a  
different view of education, one that isn’t standardised and one that is difficult to measure; this view was 
something that infected me, and I had to be a part of it. 

What do you enjoy so far about working at PIVS?  

This  is going to sound corny, but I enjoy being a part of a community of learning.  It isn’t just  a  school with  
     teachers  and  students,  it’s got a true  collaborative  energy about  the  place.  I love creating  learning  
           experiences that  don’t fit the  conventional  mould,  that  are daring,  risky at times  and  full of  
                      adventure and fun. This is what I’ve enjoyed at PIVS so far and this is just the start… 

 
Democratic Education Conference by Lien 

Over the first weekend of cycle break, Fiona, Jess, Craig and Lien from PIVS and Sarah, Belinda, Kristen 
and Scott from KVS and Cassie from the School of Creative Education travelled together to Pine  
Community School in Brisbane for the 2018 Australasian  
Democratic Education Community (ADEC) Conference. We had a 
sparky time connecting with each other and with members of  
other school communities, in coming up with new ideas for ways to 
collaborate. It was wonderful to be able to explore the ideas,  
operations and traditions from other schools, and to think of ways 
in which these relate to or could build on our own experience at 
PIVS. The weekend was also a great opportunity to get to know 
each other better and to have chances for extended discussions 
about democratic education. 

Fiona, Lien, Scott, Kristen, Sarah, Craig, 

Cassie, Belinda & Jess. 
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Mila, Indigo & Isabelle 

Huntsman holding Isabelle & Mila 

 

Nature Kids Camp by Nick  

 

Cycle Six was an action-packed five weeks for the Nature Kids,  
ending with the long-anticipated Nature Kids camp! 

The Discovery Camp at YCW is a beautiful spot which perfectly suited our desire to be immersed in a natural  
environment. After setting up our tents and having a poke around camp we drove to Flynns Beach to collect 

rubbish. This was good in that there was hardly any rubbish 
to be cleaned up, however it also made for quite an  
uneventful clean-up effort. Returning to camp, we lazed 
away the rest of the afternoon and set off before dusk for a 
night walk to Cape Woolamai. We sat and waited at an area 
with many Shearwater burrows, watching eagerly as a few 
Shearwaters flew towards the Cape. Unfortunately, there 
were not many around, as most of them were still making 
the migratory journey to Phillip Island. Nevertheless, we  
continued on into the darkness, completing the circuit of the 
headland. This was a mesmerising experience, as the world 
slowly faded away, leaving us with a transformed landscape, 
full of unknown sounds, trepidation and wonder. 

Day two of the camp was the biggest of the three. After 
breakfast, we met the Bass Coast Landcare Group at a patch 
of remnant Sheoak Woodland. Along with other members of 
the Phillip Island community, we planted over 1200 trees in 
an effort to restore the habitat to a more natural state. After 
lunch with the group we headed back to the campsite. At this 
point, the students that had raised funds for a Seal Cruise 
earlier in the year, left to put the funds to use, while the  
others relaxed around the camp ground.  

Following a wonderful seal-watching experience, the group 
reunited and made damper over the campfire. After dinner 
the Level 2-4s headed out again to meet Duncan Sutherland 
(Aerin’s Dad) for a night trip to spot some of the Churchill  
Island’s Eastern Barred Bandicoots. With Duncan, we quietly 
made our way through the paddocks using red light torches 
to search for the Bandicoots. Watching the Bandicoots was a 
special experience, reminding us of what the landscape may 
have felt like prior to being cleared and built upon. 

On day three we put on our walking shoes once again,  
preparing to tackle the George Bass Coastal Walk. 7kms may 
not seem long at first, but when you include many  
mountainous hills it begins to seem a little longer. The walk 
was an achievement for all involved, and afterwards, we fed 
our tired bodies with mountainous bowls of chips at the  
Kilcunda General Store. 

The end of this walk also signified the end of our camp.  
Returning to school tired, we were all ready for our own beds. 
The Nature Kids Camp provided us with many experiences of 
nature. We saw the land during night and day, were able to 
support and experience the environments that  
surrounded us, and hopefully reconnected with the role we 
play within those landscapes. I look forward to  
continuing Nature Kids, and the many experiences yet 
to come.  
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Tate, Callum, Isabelle & Jasmine  
Seal spotting on the Seals Rock cruise.  

Tate helping Callum 
on the George Bass Coastal Walk. 

Nick, Isabelle, Olive, Craig & Nate 
Camp fire & damper. 

The Sea Monsters aka  
Isabelle, Jess & Tate. 



Jasper Jasmine riding the energy bike. 

 

Jess & Indah 

Camila &  Jack  
Sarah, Eleanor, Lois, 

Chloe & Scarlett  

 
Kitchen Garden by Jess 

What a wild and tasty ride we had in Kitchen Garden this cycle! We carried on with our theme from last  
cycle; looking at what is edible in our environment, and then headed into the kitchen to work with what we 
had gathered. The students created the super popular wild green nettle pesto and each had a go at making 
fresh pasta from scratch. Thanks Kelly and Lien for lending your pasta rolling machines. It was  
really cool to be able to have so many on the go at one time! Another highlight was a morning spent  
outside in the sunshine foraging, harvesting and creating ‘wild imagination’ salads. So colourful and fun! 

We also checked on our olives that had been in brine for 5 months and oh my, were they tasty! We filled jars 
and added our own unique herb combinations. It was great to see that the students enjoyed being part of 
the process along the way and to have something so tasty after such patience was a real treat.  
Olives for every meal! 

Farming PLP by Jo 

During Cycle 6, I had the pleasure of being part of the  
Farming PLP. A small, but very passionate and eager 
group of Level 2-4 students embarked on three exciting  
adventures!  

For our first Out ‘n’ About we visited Warrook Farm. The 
students got to experience bottle feeding calves, milking 
cows, holding and cuddling baby lambs, watching sheep 
shearing, patting and feeding kangaroos, as well as having 
a go at whip cracking. Needless to say, it was a jam-
packed day full of fun! 

Our second Out ‘n’ About was to Bassine Speciality  
Cheeses. Here the students were lucky enough to learn 
about and watch the cheese making process, taste  
different types of cheeses, look at the beautiful  
surroundings and cattle, as well as have a delicious 
milkshake!  

Our final Out ‘n’ About was to my hobby farm in Bass. We 
were blessed with beautiful weather and the students had 
plenty of time to experience farm life. Our day began with 
animal close encounters. The sheep, pig, goats and ponies 
were spoilt with cuddles and attention! The students also 
got to ride on the back of the tractor, practice their rock 
skimming skills, explore the yabby holes and enjoy being 
in nature. They shared a special morning tea together and 
were very happy in each other’s company.  

The Farming PLP was a fantastic opportunity for the  
students look at some of the different types of local farms, 
as well as be exposed to new experiences and learn new 
skills along the way. 

Shayla, Jack, Nate, Angelo  

& Callum at Jo’s Farm. 

Olive & Nate at  
Warrook Farm. 

Cheese tasting at Bassine Speciality Cheeses 
Jack, Shayla, Callum, Cordelia, Angelo & Nate. 

Jack, Olive, Nate  
& Angelo at Jo’s Farm. 

Ebony & Angelo. Jacquie foraging. Fenn & Tate. Fenn,Jacquie,Ruby, 
Angie & Angelo. 

Jasmine & Isabelle. 
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Jasper 

Jess & Indah 

Camila &  Jack  
Sarah, Eleanor, Lois, 

Chloe & Scarlett  

 
 Photographer & Author Visits by Jenny 

We are very privileged to have had visits from both a esteemed photographer and a published author in 

two of our parents this cycle. Fenn’s dad Lachlan shared his varied experiences as a professional stills  

photographer and kept us enthralled with his many stories about working on film sets. His library of  

photographs was extensive, as were his 

cameras and equipment. Cindy, who is 

Olive’s mum, talked with us about her  

writing and the many aspects of authoring 

a book. Wearing her super woman T-shirt, 

Cindy, along with Olive, assured the  

students that anyone can write - you just 

need a story! A big thank you to both  

  Lachlan and Cindy for their generosity. 

Camila Shayla 

 
Rock Climbing PLP by Nick  

  The rock climbing PLP this cycle was a blast! Going into Cycle 6 there was a lot of excitement and  
enthusiasm around what this PLP would entail. 

During the first two weeks, we focussed on building a strong foundation of climbing skills. Going to 
Clip ‘n Climb and Bayside Rock definitely provided this. At Clip ‘n Climb we were met with an array of 
bizarre and confusing climbing challenges. This experience taught us to use our 
bodies in the vertical plane and get in touch with the movements  
involved in climbing.  

At Bayside Rock we were able to take these skills to the next level.  
Bayside Rock provided more difficult routes and a more realistic climbing  
experience. However, Bayside also housed a terrifying caving challenge. Having to 
pull ourselves though the total darkness and navigate U-turns and double backs 
was quite the experience!  

In week three, the Level 2-4 group experienced climbing on 
real rock. Setting ourselves up at a rocky outcrop along the 
Cowes shoreline, we were finally able to put the skills we’d 
been learning into practice. It was a fantastic experience 
watching everyone find their way up the boulders. The Level  
5-6 group will experience this at the start of Cycle 7. 

Now all we have to do is look forward to next year and the  
     multitude of options we have to broaden our rock 
          climbing horizons. 

 
Film Extravaganza by Jenny 

A buzz has taken over the English presos, with filmmaking consuming our energies and time. The  
process of filmmaking was discussed and pulled apart, and the realisation that we  weren’t foraying 
straight to the cameras curbed a little of the excitement at first. However, with titles decided and  
directors established, the tasks of brainstorming, drafting, rewriting and editing began with much  
enthusiasm. With their focus on their subjects, the students delved into their storylines, keeping in 
mind they were to be two to three minute, or 12 slide presentations. The initial plots are in the process 
of lots of edits as the scripts have unfolded. The students have made storyboards, complete with  
camera shots, locations, props and all that is needed to enable filming. Students have kept their scripts 
close to their hearts, with secrecy a top priority. The filming will begin in Cycle Seven and I’m sure we 
will have great pleasure in watching the movies and slideshows at our Community Dinner. Can’t wait to 
see the finished products! 
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Lachlan Moore and the 
slide show of his work.  

Cindy Rochstein  
& her Wonder Women 

T-shirt. 

Tate,  
Xavier & Nick  

Bayside Rock 

Lois 

 Clip n Climb  

Camila & Jess 

Cowes 



 

Shayla giving Jess a hand The supplies Anthony, Nick & the kids 

Village High School Update  by 

 

 Younger Years Review by Emma 

        In Cycle 6, the Younger Years students helped to plan their Out and Abouts and excursions, which  
   led to a very busy cycle! The students decided that they would like to go on a special outing to the  
Antarctic Journey at the Nobbies. Complementing our maths learning about money, the students came 
up with a plan to fund this special excursion and decided to run a juice bar at school. We had lots of work 
to do to get the juice bar organised and ready for week 5! First the Youngers Years students visited The 
Island Juicery in Cowes for some inspiration. The students created their own juice recipes and wrote  
shopping lists for the ingredients they would need. We then thought about how much we would need to 
sell the juices for and practiced using pretend money over the cycle for when the time came to sell the 
juices. To get some real-life practise in being a customer and shop keeper, we visited Kids Play Toys and 
were able to use the spare cash register and pretend to buy some items. We were then ready to go across 
to Woolworths to buy some fruit and vegetables with real money. In week 5, the students were finally able 
to run the juice bar and did a fantastic job of making the juices and counting and collecting the money. 
The juice bar was a great success and the next day the students went off to the Nobbies and had a  
wonderful day out exploring the Antarctic Journey, walking on the board walk, and having a picnic lunch 
at Swan Lake. Thank you to our school community for your support with this project.  

 
Bush School by Emma 

Social & Emotional Learning by Jo 

This cycle, the Younger Years students have been 
heading out to the Conservation Hill Reserve in Rhyll for ‘bush school’. Our bush school is inspired by the forest 
school and bush kinder philosophies which value child-led, unstructured play in nature, through which children 
develop respect, love, and a sense of belonging and responsibility for natural environments.  

We have been at bush school every Friday afternoon for a picnic lunch, 
plenty of play and exploration, and luckily lots of sunshine. Every cycle we 
will move to a new section of Conservation Hill Reserve to reduce  
our impact on the environment. Returning to the same spot during each 
cycle allows students to build a sense of familiarity in which they feel safe 
to explore their surroundings, take risks, and continue with the games 
and play that has developed over this time. It has been amazing to see the 
changes in the children and their experiences already over one cycle as 
    they become more adventurous and confident to explore the area.  

Social and Emotional (S & E)  
lessons recommenced in Cycle 
6 for Foundation to Level 4  
students. They have been 
learning about ‘The Zones of 
Regulation’.    

The Zones uses four colours to 
help students visually and verbally self-identify how they 
are functioning in the moment, given their emotions and 
states of alertness. The S & E classes are designed to help 
students understand their different internal emotions,  
sensory needs and the tools required to shift from one 
zone to another. 

The focus for Cycle 6 has been on learning about the  
different zones, recognising the feelings that can occur in 
each colour zone and understanding how being in  
different zones impacts others’ thoughts and feelings.  

We have lots of visuals on display and encourage you to 
come and have a look at what we have been learning 
about. The students are very enthusiastic and would love 
      to share their knowledge with you!  
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Kids Play Toy visit—Tee-Jai, Saoirse,  
Lois & Ben.  

The Juice Bar—A huge success!  
Lois, Ben, Oscar, Tee-Jai & Camila. 

Bush School fun— 
Oscar, Saoirse & Lois. 



Hadassah & Sari 

 
One of the best things about many of the extracurricular activities this 
cycle, is that they have been developed around suggestions made by 
the students. For example, two cycle breaks ago, Jack  
prepared a poster to share his ideas about what he would like  
included in a Farming PLP. What a terrific example of ‘sparking’ - one of 
the core qualities we are trying to cultivate at PIVS. It captured the  
interests of the Level 3 and 4 students to such an extent that we’re  
going to introduce Farm School next cycle to keep the momentum and 
connection around the subject going. Nice work, Jack! 

Scarlett Lewin has also been sparking in the kitchen garden by planting seedlings for ingredients that  
she likes to use in the kitchen. Scarlett can often be found cooking up a storm in the kitchen during 
her spark time! 

The film making project sprung out of the success of the One Act Play with students enjoying and 
gaining so much out of a whole-school project. Students did a great job of resolving their creative 
differences in their script writing which is a normal, although challenging, part of working in a group. 

One upside of a soggy school site each Winter is that it gives us an extra reason to experience sport in 
a stadium and PE headed to the Phillip Island Lesiure Centre in Cowes for indoor soccer. The slick 
balls skills developed during these sessions will put to good use at an interschool soccer friendly with 
KVS to be held in Wonthaggi, early next cycle. 

The last couple of cycles has seen the introduction of LOTE (Languages Other Than English). Delia 
Druot, French native speaker and PIVS playgroup mum has been working with Level 2, and the  
students are starting to get into the flow of the accent and are really enjoying the activities. This class 
will extend to Levels 3 and 4 next cycle as the Level 5 and 6 students will continue with the online  
language program—Duolingo where they have been able to choose their own language to study. The 
   range of languages include: German, Italian, Japanese, with a sprinkling of Russian and Portuguese 
         (when they want to mix it up!) 

Older Years Review by Fiona 

 Board Report  by Lien 

This cycle, the PIVS Board has been busy, spring-
boarding from our board governance training in July, to 
start developing a Strategic Plan for PIVS. Strategic 
planning is the process of setting goals and objectives 
for an organisation’s direction to help plan its future. At 
PIVS we have a clear and implemented Philosophy and 
set of Guiding Principles by which the school operates, 
but developing this into a detailed plan, tailored to our 
school, will help us to match our future growth,  
resources and programs to these ideals. It sounds dry, 

but actually there’s a lot to getexcited about in realising our vision for an inspiring human-scale,  
democratic primary school! We recently participated in a facilitated joint strategic planning session 
with the KVS Board to look at the overarching Village Schools values and priorities, and then split into 
school groups to look at priorities for PIVS. We then followed up with another session as the PIVS 
  board, to develop some of our strategic planning goals for the school further, as the first step in  
        fleshing out a Plan. 

Ben, Lois, Camila & Saoirse 

Joint strategic planning session  
with KVS board.  

Fiona, Pete, Paul, Lien, Kelly  
& Jon Kenfield (facilitator). 

 PLPs Next Cycle 

GLEE Club  

with Jo and Fran  

Horse Riding & Grooming  
with Jess 
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