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newsletter 

1 “Let Nature be your teacher.” – William Wordsworth 

 
Monday 26th August    First Day of Cycle 6 

Friday 21st  September  Community Dinner  

Wednesday 26th September  Last Day of Cycle 6  

Thursday 27th September  Student Free Day 

Friday 28th September  AFL Grand Final Public Holiday 

Birthdays 
October 

Saoirse, Shayla  
& Isabelle 

November 
Beni & Fenn 

Significant Dates for Cycle 6, 2018 

Our Nature Kids jumping for joy at The Colonnades, Cape Woolamai 

Riven, Nate, Callum, Ruby & Jacquie Our One Act Play, “A History of Messy Rooms” Cast & Crew Back Stage.  



Mila, Indigo & Isabelle 

Isabelle & Mila 
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Jasmine, Isabelle  

& Willow cookie making. 
Willow & Isabelle 

Th

On Wednesday 1st August, the students from Foundation to Level 6  
headed to Coal Creek Community Park and Museum in  
Korumburra. Coal Creek provided many wonderful learning opportuni-
ties about the way people lived in this area at the beginning of the 20th 
Century. The students got to explore and learn about the history of the 
area, the roles of different people in the community, the types of shops 
and what they made and sold there, the clothes they wore, as well as  
taking part in a traditional school lesson.  
The school lesson involved lining up outside the classroom, sitting at  
traditional desks in rows (very quietly!), taking a cursive  
handwriting lesson and exploring the differences between school now 
and then. A highlight of the day was being able to sit and have lunch on 

a steam train. Although this train no longer runs, the creative play that came from this experience was  
wonderful. The students also loved looking inside the old buildings and watching how the money was  
transferred by a cash carrier. 

The visit to Coal Creek was a fabulous way to complement our One Act Play and to look at how traditions 
and ways of life have changed over time. Everyone had an enjoyable time on this Out ‘n’ About, and this 
was reflected by lots of questions and smiling faces throughout the day.  

Coal Creek Out ‘n’ About by  Jo 

 

Oh how we love a school sleepover and 
this cycle the One Act Play gave us a 
great excuse to get together for  
another one. Mentors— Jess, Jo, Jenny 
and I had a busy Friday night and  
Saturday morning helping the cast and 
crew finish costumes and polish  
performances. Sleepover kids have  
really hit their stride now and bedding 
was set up in all sorts of nooks and 

crannies throughout the 
building. Dancing and 
games were enjoyed 
around each rehearsal 
and the mixed aged  
experience was really  
valuable for everyone. I 
was buzzing when I got 
home and am on the 
lookout for the next  
excuse for a sleepover.  

One Act Play Sleepover at PIVS  by Fiona 

Learning about the coal at Coal Creek  

Investigating the mine carts  

filled with coal 

School Mistress with Riven,  

Scarlett, Beni and Cruz 

Checking out the General Store 

A morning game Settling in for the movie 

Pancake breakfast is a sleepover 

favourite 
Abbey, Aerin and Camila  

finalising costumes 



Jasper Jasmine riding the energy bike. 

 
Nature Kids by Nick 

Jess & Indah 

Camila &  Jack  
Sarah, Eleanor, Lois, 

Chloe & Scarlett  

The Colonades, Cape   Woolamai at high tide 

Nate Jacquie, Callum & Riven 

During Cycle 5 the Nature Kids got Out ‘n’ About a 
couple of times, both exploring the natural  
environment and helping to clean it up. 

Our first adventure took place at the Nobbies. We 
meandered along the boardwalk checking out the 
variety of habitats and animals living in the area, we 
even got lucky enough to spot a penguin sitting at 
the front of its burrow. We took the long way back 
to PIVS driving through Summerlands. The Cape  
Barren Geese in the area had been busy hatching 
eggs and many baby geese captured our gazes as 
we drove along the coast. 

For our second Out ‘n’ About we went to The  
Colonnades, with the aim of cleaning up the beach.  
However, when we reached the beach we were met 
with a huge tide and spent some time taking in the 
massive crashing waves. Rather than collecting  
rubbish along the sand we headed into the dunes 
and found more than enough rubbish to satisfy our  
hunger. After a long ramble along the bush paths 
we emerged with a bag full of rubbish and an old 
rusted chair. Nature Kids this cycle has been full of  
  wonderful experiences and many memories 

 
Science Out ‘n’ About by Nick 

Science this cycle has been focused on Marine  
Ecology. We have been investigating the variety of 
creatures living in the oceans and the habitats in 
which they occur. In week 5, we went to Berry’s 
Beach to apply this learning and explore the  
wonderful world of intertidal zones.  

Berry’s has a fantastic rock shelf hugging the  
western side of the bay which provided the perfect 
place to do our inquiry. The kids identified the  
inhabitants of each rockpool they examined while 
also characterising the natural features of the pool. 
We found a variety of species across the rockpools,  
encountering an assortment of anemones, algae 
and molluscs. The trip was a great success and  
allowed us to gain a deeper insight into these  
awe-inspiring habitats. 

Shayla 
Angie, Ruby, Jacquie, Riven, Chloe, 

Harry, Callum, Jack & Nate 

Abbey, Georgia, 

Aerin & Scarlett Riven 
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Kitchen Garden by Jess  

This cycle in Kitchen Garden, we continued our 
topic of nutrition and healthy eating. We had a 
load of fun in the kitchen, using greens from 
our garden and eggs from our hens to follow 
recipes and prepare simple meals. We also 
headed out and about on a Woolworths fresh 
food kids discovery tour in Cowes. We were 
very interested to see how one of the big  
supermarkets approached this topic, to see 
what is happening behind the scenes, and find 
out if it matched our learning at PIVS. The  
students asked some wonderful, meaningful 
questions and it was a valuable experience to 
learn more about the fresh produce available in 
our community. 

Cruz & Beni 

  Camila & Ebony 

Harry 

Shayla, Nate & Angelo 

Fun had with Ian the Store 
Manager at Woolworths 

Scarlett 



 
This cycle the Foundation students have been reading about 
a new character called Baby Bear. In our reading groups we 
have been talking about characters and the structure of  
stories. We have noticed that stories usually have a problem 
and a solution. The children have enjoyed playing with the 
Baby Bear soft toy and puppet and used these as props whilst 
they were reading and discussing the characters and the 
problems these characters came across in the book. In our 
reading and writing we talked a lot about the way sentences 
are structured. We looked at when capital letters are used 
and started to learn about the use 
of punctuation. The Foundation 

and Level 1 students used this knowledge in their own writing as they  
practiced writing sentences and wrote reflections about their experiences at 
Coal Creek and Swan Lake.  

In maths the Foundation students have been learning about place value and 
addition. With a focus on numbers 0-20 the students learned about patterns in 
numbers, and about tens and ones values. The students also began the topic of  
addition this cycle. We used lots of hands-on materials such as dinosaurs and 
counters to understand the concepts of adding groups of objects and  
numbers together. The students learned the mathematical symbols for addition, to understand the plus 
and equals symbols. The students also made an addition machine where they could visually see an  
          addition sum as they put different quantities of counters in two tubes to see a total result.  

 

Shayla giving Jess a hand The supplies Anthony, Nick & the kids 

Village High School Update  by 

 Younger Years Review by Emma 
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Swan Lake Out ‘n’ Abouts by Emma 

   The Foundation and Level 1 students went Out ‘n’ About to Swan Lake over three weeks in Cycle 5 to  
explore and observe the environment and animals living in this area. For our first walk we went in the  
afternoon, walked along the path through the trees and spotted wallabies and lots of Black Swans. At the 
end of the trail we visited two bird hides where the students could view animals around and on the lake. 
The children noticed lots of holes in the grassy sand dunes which we learned were the homes of  
Short-tailed Shearwaters.  

On our second walk we headed off after Morning 
Meeting to observe any differences in the  
environment between the afternoon and morning. On 
this walk we were lucky enough to see a family of 
Cape Barren Geese with some very cute goslings. The 
children observed that this time of day seemed to be 
quieter and calmer and all agreed that we were able to 
see more animals out at this time.  

In week 4 we had our highly anticipated night walk. 
The children stayed back after school for some fun 
games and afternoon tea before we set off with  
torches on our dusk adventure. We had some family 
and friends join us and the children were excited to 
share what they had learned about the area and the 
animals that live there. The night walk was a success and we saw lots of wallabies very close up which was 
a highlight for many of the children.  

We have linked our Swan Lake experiences with activities at school researching animals that we saw and 
creating a poster to share the information they learned with the school community. We also had Bec  
     McIntosh (Ben’s mum and a Researcher at Phillip Island Nature Parks) in to talk to the students 
             about native animals, thanks Bec! 

Cruz, Lois, Harry and Tee-Jai 

Scarlett and Nate 



 

The PIVS & KVS Level 5 & 6 students  

gathering at Sealer’s Cove 

       Billy carts! Childhood memories flashed through my head, 
memories of an adrenaline junkie, primary-aged Craig soaring 
down a never-ending steep hill in a billy cart. Thanks to a PLP  
suggestion from Nathanael, one of our Level 2 students, the 
Older Years students at PIVS had the  opportunity to craft their 
own childhood memories at the helm of a billy cart. First 
though, there was the rich experience of building their own, 
and for this we reached out to the local Men’s Shed. Terry and 
the rest of the guys at the Phillip Island RSL Men’s Shed, along 
with some parent and grandparent volunteers, got stuck into 
the schematics, navigating the construction of four billy carts with the PIVS students. Seeing the two 
generations of billy cart enthusiasts measuring out timber and problem-solving was a joy to watch and be 
a part of. After four weeks of planning, sawing, screwing and glueing, the carts were built, and it didn’t 
take long for the back of the RSL car park to turn into a testing ground. 

 

With the carts built, the requests to per-
sonalise them with paint started and the 
ideas sounded too good to refuse. So, 
back at school we enlisted the help of 
painter and PIVS parent Alby to give a 
crash course in automotive painting! The 
student teams discussed and planned 
their designs, ensuring a fair contribution 
from all. Then the paint rollers came out 
and the first coats were lapped onto the 
bare timber. After two more mini ses-
sions, the final products were delivered 
to the world and wow! I couldn’t be 
prouder of the students, and grateful for 
the time that parents, grandparents and 
the Men’s Shed guys put into helping.  
 
                                           

Thank you to everyone involved;  
     without the help of our community these babies would not look half as good as they do.  

 
Board Report by Lien   

The PIVS Board has hit the ground running since the  

addition of our two new board members last cycle. We 

meet formally every cycle, with lots of email conversation 

in between, but recently, we’ve also done some additional 

training. In late July, together with the KVS Board, almost 

all of us headed off for two days of workshops on School 

Board Governance. This was a weekend in Melbourne run 

by Independent Schools Victoria in which we were  

immersed in learning about key priorities for effectively 

and harmoniously running a school. It as a great opportunity to delve into questions of governance more  

deeply, and to connect with members of the KVS Board. We came away feeling that we were doing pretty 

well for the board of a small, relatively new school, but also that the training would help us to prioritise our 

next tasks as a governance body. As the PIVS Board Chairperson, I left feeling energised about keeping 

the PIVS community in touch with some of the work we do behind the scenes. We’re looking forward to 

    the next stage of Board evolution and all that we can achieve as a team. 5 

Billy Cart PLP  by Craig  

The busy, bustling workshop! Xavier & Fenn 

Nate mastering the drill Isabelle, Abbey & Willow Alby, Jasmine & Aerin 

The finished karts proudly lined up on display!  

Paul Morris (PIVS), Bec Cooke (KVS), Rachel Carruthers 

(KVS), Alyson Skinner (KVS), Fiona McKenzie  

(School Coordinator), Lien Sim (PIVS), Pete Wolf (PIVS).  

Absent from photo: Jamie Sutherland (KVS) 



Hadassah & Sari 
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Twenty-eight students participated in our first ever entry in 
the South Gippsland One Act Play Festival held in Foster on 
Saturday 25th August. Two cycles of script and production 

planning, along with hours 
of rehearsals and dance 
practice went into the  
production and the high 
level of commitment by 
students and supporting 
mentors was evident on 
the day. The festival  

adjudicator had lots of 
positive feedback for 
the group and the 
school won an  
Outstanding Achieve-
ment Award for 
Props and Costumes. 
Well done, team!  

We are all looking forward to being part of it again next year. 

 

Watching a performance of ‘A History of 
Messy Rooms’ was the perfect opportunity 
to come together as a community at the 
end of cycle for one of our traditional PIVS 
Community Dinners. The night started with 
a buzz of excitement, as our young  
performers guided us through a long period 
of history and we were introduced to many 
children that were reluctant to make their 
beds! The audience loved seeing all of the 
children, younger and older, make their  
contributions to the play, including the all-
important backstage crew. There were lots 
of laughs, and we moved on to enjoy a  
wonderful potluck dinner, with contribu-
tions from many families. It was another 
wonderful community get-together.   

Community Dinner by Lien 

 PLPs Next Cycle 
Rock Climbing with Nick  

Farming with Jo 

One Act Play Festival by Fiona 

Scarlett, Beni & Oscar ready to go on 

The performance in full-swing 

Gladiators and Romans hit the stage 

Looking in awe at the Scarlett,  
as Viking Girl 

Our community! 

It’s always a feast 

I’s just a jump to the left... 

Let’s do the time warp again... 

Enjoying meal together 



Beach play at its best 

Beach play briefing 

Scarlett, Camila, Saoirse, Emma, Jonah, Lois, Eli, Ben, Oscar & Tee-Jai 

Ben, Lois, Camila & Saoirse 

 

In Cycle 5, a group of Level 4s, 5s 
and 6s from PIVS headed off to the 
Village High School Site in Ryanston, to join some Level 5s and 
6s from KVS to catch up, hang out and create some warm 
scenes of student life for us to photograph for a Village Schools 
feature in the spring edition of Coast Magazine. As the children 
reconnected with those they had met on camp and became  
familiar with the different aspects of the site, they quickly  

became excited about making toasties in the VHS kitchen, and the 
possibility of hard surfaces outside to play downball on!  

Cycle 6 will herald some more VHS
-related activities, including the 
first round of enrolments closing, 
student and family interviews, and 
some more works at the site.   
 Exciting times!  

Village High School Update by Lien 

    What was it like for you at school? 

I really enjoyed my primary school years. I went to a country school that had a 

very strong sense of community. High school was ok, but I much preferred  

primary school. My favourite subjects at high school were English and  

psychology and I loved being part of the school productions. 

If you were a child at PIVS, would you like this school? Why? 

I would have loved to attend a school like PIVS! The connection to nature and 

the community, as well as students being part of the learning process, would 

have suited my style of learning. The small and inclusive environment would 

have appealed to me too. 

What career/s have you pursued outside of your role at PIVS? 

While I was studying primary teaching at Uni, I ran Before/After School and School Holiday Programs for four 

years. Once I was qualified I did emergency teaching at lots of different schools for 1 year. I then secured my 

first teaching position when I moved to the Bass Coast 12 years ago. I have also been involved in dancing for 

over 30 years and have taught dance since I was 16 years old. I have now been running a dance studio for 11 

years. As you can probably tell, I love working with children! 

What motivated you to become a mentor at PIVS? 

I really wanted to be a part of a school environment that I felt passionate about. The philosophy and learning 

opportunities that PIVS provides is something I felt a strong connection to. 

How long have you been a mentor at PIVS and how would you describe your role? 

I was very fortunate to start teaching at PIVS in Cycle 5 this year. I work with the Foundation and Level 1  

     students on Wednesdays and teach spelling/THRASS and social and emotional lessons for Levels 2 to 4  

             on Thursdays. I love being able to work with so many different students! 

Meet the Mentor—Jo Huckett 
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Coast Magazine photographer  
Warren Reed in action 

Fun in the sun with a  
game of downball Trying out the kitchen 


