
 Cycle 3,2019 
newsletter 

“A democratic education means that we educate people in a way that ensures they can think independently, that they can use  
information, knowledge, and technology, among other things, to draw their own conclusions.” Linda Darling-Hammond 

 
Monday 27th May  First Day of Cycle 4 

Monday 10th June 
Queens Birthday  
Public Holiday 

Wednesday 12th June Future Foundy Info Session 

Tuesday 25th June  Last day of Cycle 4 

Wednesday  26th &  
Thursday 27th June 

Student/Parent/Mentor  
Interviews  

Friday 28th   Student Free Day  

Dates for Cycle 4, 2019 
 

Birthdays 
 

 

 July 
Angelo, Isla, Chloe  

& Emma 

August 
Aerin, Harry & Archer 

Our Farm School students take a trip to Churchill Island Heritage Farm—Jonah, Eli, Olive, Jack & Ebony 



Anthony, Nick & the kids 

The 
PIVS Glee 

The nature kids with Nick  
observing the blackend earth. 

 
Farm School Visit to Churchill Island by Jo 

Although the cooler weather has started to settle in, we have been 
blessed with sunshine for our Farm School visits. In Cycle 3, we had 3 visits 
to my farm in Bass and a fabulous Out ‘n’ About to Churchill Island. 

The moment the bus crossed over the bridge the views took our breath 
away! Gorgeous sheep and cattle greeted us as we arrived at Churchill 
Island Heritage Farm, as well as some wallabies along the way.  

We began our afternoon with an enjoyable picnic lunch together, where 
we got to take in the spectacular view of Westernport Bay. As we headed 
into the farm, there was excitement amongst the students! We started off 
by exploring and playing on the old farm machinery. This experience 
posed many questions and comments about farming in the olden days 
and how this compares to current farming practices.  

The remainder of our afternoon was based around farm animals. Students 
had the opportunity to milk a cow, watch the sheep shearing and see the working dogs in action. Patting 
the friendly Clydesdale horse was certainly a highlight for many students too! There were even baby 
lambs and calves to gush over.  

We finished our visit by exploring the old houses and talked about how 
people lived in the olden days. It was quite fascinating to look at the 
furniture, clothes and layout of the small rooms and compare this to our 
visit to Coal Creek last year. Overall, we had a brilliant and memorable 
day! 

We are resting Farm School for the cooler months and look forward to  
re-sparking with it a bit later in the year. In the meantime, we encourage 
  everyone to visit Churchill Island Heritage Farm, as it’s a wonderful local  
        farming experience.  

 Birthday Breakfast by Fiona 

In typical PIVS fashion, we have created our own tradition to 
celebrate birthdays. Every cycle or so we bring together all those in 
our student and mentor community who have recently had an 
anniversary of their birth to celebrate a Birthday Breakfast. This 
cycle students made a large banner in their art class which  
festooned the front of the building to announce the occasion. 

Birthday people are the hosts 
for the morning and the make 
pancakes which they bring to 
the group in ceremonial 
fashion. The school then sings 
‘Happy Birthday’ before being 
served scrumptious pancakes 
with maple syrup, berries or 
jam by the hosts. 

The morning is also accompa-
nied by some up-beat tunes, 
dancing and play.  

Olive, Ebony & Jack 

The birthday pancakes! 
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Harry and the Harvester 

Birthday students with 
their candles 



 
Cycle 3 has been another great cycle for the Nature Kids. 2019 has seen the 

group mature into a cohesive and inclusive group. We’ve tackled ocean debris 

and the plight of our coastlines. We’ve investigated fire and the effect it has on 

an environment. Now, we are looking forward and are finding interest in topics 

at PIVS. Our main goal for the coming cycle is to create a more friendly 

environment at school for our amphibious and avian friends. To do this, we 

want to create an area for birds to drink and bathe and for frogs to frolic. To 

turn this vison into a reality, we need the PIVS Community’s help. After 

brainstorming about what 

to use to make the ponds, we came up with the 

idea of second-hand pots and pans! If you have 

any old, unused pot or pans lying around, please 

bring them into PIVS and the Nature Kids would 

love to turn them into a habitat for Phillip Island’s 

birds and frogs. 

Nature Kids by Nick  

 

Callum and his  
feathered friend 

Indah, Angie, Ruby, Riven, Chloe and Jacquie creating a 
promotional video requesting pots and pans.  

The Nature Kids and the Foundation students set off on a mission this cycle to clean our local Berry’s 

Beach. The students discussed how plastic impacts the ocean and thought about the role we play in 

protecting our environment.  

Here are the Foundation students’ reflections about the beach clean-up: 

“It is important to pick up rubbish at the beach so the animals stay healthy and don’t die.” – Lexie 

“The beach had lots of rubbish on it and we cleaned it up to help the beach feel better.” – Zen  

“We did a very good job cleaning up the beach. It made me feel happy when it was all clean.” – Isla  

“We picked up the plastic so the birds don’t eat it.” – Isis 

“The plastic can kill the animals and that makes me feel sad.” – Cordelia  

“It’s important to pick up plastic at the beach because it can make animals die.” – Rhian 
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Lexie showing us  what 
she has found 

Berry’s Beach Clean Up by Emma 

Active and curious beach cleaners in action 



 

 

 Work Experience 
at PIVS by Fiona 

This cycle, Isabel Rooks, Year 10 student 
at Wonthaggi Secondary College, spent 
a week at PIVS for work experience.  
Isabel was very interested in our  
different approach and said that it has 
motivated her to look into a career in 
teaching more than she has done be-
fore. Isabel asked lots of thoughtful 
questions during the week and  
immediately felt part of the community.  

After much anticipation, the netball friendly on the last day of the cycle was 
a great success. A team of well-trained and excited students from PIVS  
travelled to Wonthaggi to play two games of netball against Koonwarra  
Village School (KVS). This year KVS went away with the win on the day, 
however both games were really exciting, and the scoreboard did not show 
how well all the students played. We had a team that worked really well  
together, played fairly, and had lots of fun doing so! It was great to see the 
skills that students have been working on at school shine when they were on 
a big court playing against another team. Thank you to everyone for making 
it such a successful day. Go PIVS!  

Netball PLP by Henry 

Trampolining PLP by Fiona 

It’s great to know people who know people! With the new 
tramp being installed last cycle, a trampolining PLP seemed 
like a logical next step. When I asked Henry if he knew how 
we might make this happen he said ’I know just the person’! 
And he did… Steve Cousins, former trampolining instructor 
and PI local. It was a super popular PLP with 22 students from 
Foundation to Level 6 signing up to learn 
correct jumping techniques, safety stops, 
spins and tricks using a range of exercises 
and games. What a great workout for 
students’ proprioception—the sense of 
self-movement and body position which is 
really important for self-regulation, 
coordination and body awareness, as well 
as just being darn good fun! 

Eli having a bounce!  

Riven in flight 

Archer with Callum on  
the sidelines 4 

The game in full swing PIVS and KVS students and mentors 

Steve chalking out the  
‘jump spots’  

Indah taking a shot 



 
Meet the Mentor by Lizzie  

What was it like for you as a child at school?  

I have always loved literacy, hence was keen on written expression. I especially loved 
opinion-based assignments and being on the debating team. 

If you were a child at PIVS, would you like this school. Why? 

I’d love to be at PIVS if I were a child now. I think because self-expression is valued 
and this school explores exciting areas of interest like horse-riding and surfing.  

What other careers have you had? 

I was movie reviewer for a while, both in print and on the radio, which I loved. I worked at ACMI for about 6 
years writing for cinema, and also worked at the National Gallery of Victoria for about 5 years as a  
cataloguer and never got tired of exploring that vast collection of goodies.  

Why did you want to work at PIVS? 

I love the idea of helping students to learn in ways that have meaning for them. I also love how PIVS values 
connections between students and Mentors and simply wanted to be a part of that. 

What do you enjoy about working at PIVS? 

I really enjoy my relationships with the students. I feel a true connection that I believe improves links to  
   learning, and helps social and emotional growth, for both student and Mentor. I also really enjoy being  
            with my colleagues.  

 

WTG Next Gen Musical Theatre Camp by Aerin 

Ok lets see how this turns out. I have never written a newsletter article so…  
everyone please bear with me. :-) 

The Wonthaggi Theatrical Group Next Gen Musical Theatre Camp (or WTG camp) 
went for 6 days from 10 until 4 each day. And if I had to describe it in one word it 
would be…awesome! 

Great experience, very hard core, but awesome. 

It was not what I expected – I expected a play, but it was more singing and dancing, I 
loved it anyway. 

Our director and producer was Lauren McKenna, also the head of ‘Coach Me Lauren!’ and our resident  
choreographer was Madison Lee. Peter Hanley, the president of the WTG was also there all week. 

I was told that I was in a group which had school representatives from years 5-8 
and that there was another older group with years 9-12, and I was a little, ok very  
surprised when we were told that we were doing the performance together. 

On the first day, it was mainly getting to know everyone, a couple of warm-ups, 
learning the lyrics to one of the songs and the dance to another. 

If I had to choose the best parts then it would probably be discovering that I could 
learn all those songs and dances in 5 days, meeting all those new people,  
becoming closer with other old friends, and discovering some awesome songs 
(and some not so awesome songs!).  

We had some ‘Special guests’ (one or two each day) come in to do things with us 
e.g. teach us choreography, lyrics and character work. They were cool people. 
Their names were Jaz Flowers, Hayley Martin, Thomas 
Parrish, Kala Gare, Connor Crawford and Hannah  
Fredericksen.  

The songs we performed (in order of performance) were 
‘When I Grow Up’(all), ‘Freak Flag’(5-8), ‘Out of the  
Darkness’(9-12), ‘All in this Together’(5-8), ‘This is Me’ 
(9-12), ‘You will be Found’(all) and ‘The Greatest’(all). 

There were two ‘industry question and answer sessions’ 
but I only went to one. You could ask questions to some 
  experts in musical theatre and they would give you an 
       answer e.g. ‘How do you have a good audition?’. I  
             really enjoyed that session. It taught me a lot. 5 

Aerin centre stage 

Showtime! 

Aerin in rehearsals 



 

Alice in Wonderland—by 
the Victorian Opera  

(Lvls 3-6) with Jenny 

 

Chess Club (Lvls 1-6) 
with Craig & Klaus 

 

Nature Kids (Lvls 3-6) 
with Nick 

 

Horse Riding (Lvls 1-6) 
with Fiona & The Horse Workshop, Bass 

 

Piano (Lvls F-6) 
with Sarah Bouquet @ PIVS 

Sign-up Activities 
for Cycle 4 
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Running Club by Nick 

It’s been a great cycle for the PIVS Running Club. With a 

solid member base coming to practise every Monday and 

Tuesday we’ve been making some huge strides. This  

cycle, the club focussed on building our base fitness and  

increasing the distance we can run. We’ve had great  

successes, and many of you will have seen the kids racing 

around the oval during our club meetings. On the back of 

this hard work, we’re planning on going Out ‘n’ About 

next Cycle to have a go at running the trails of Phillip  

Island. We’re still taking memberships, so if you’re  

interested, we meet on Monday and Tuesday mornings 

from 8.15am! 

 

Students’ Personal Learning Project (PLP) ideas 
come in thick and fast here at PIVS through our 
school Parliament, and as mentors we love it!  
Especially when the students are passionate about 
making their ideas a reality. That is exactly what 
happened this cycle, when a group of adrenaline 
junkie students took to the slopes of the Oswin  
Roberts Reserve and The Gurdies Nature Reserve on 
their mountain bikes. Working as a team and  
checking in via walkie-talkies the students excelled 
at supporting and encouraging one another;  
celebrating the downhill speeds or planning a rest 
stop at the top of a hill. It was profoundly clear early 
on that the students were keen to extend  
themselves in the elements of risk, perseverance, 
bravery, teamwork and leadership. There have been 
countless moments throughout this PLP where I 
have felt joy for either the individual or the group’s 
success in these important life skills. The students 
all succeeded in making this PLP a safe and  
unforgettable experience for everyone involved and 
I’m sure I can speak for Jess as well, when I say that 
we are thoroughly looking forward to seeing what 
the mountain bike camp will bring, early next cycle. 

Mountain Bike Riding PLP by Craig 

Craig, Nate & Zen 
Zen 

Xavier 

Archer, Zen, Craig,  
Willow, Xavier & Nate 



  

  After a successful trial period last year, French with Delia has become a permanent fixture on the PIVS  
timetable for students in Levels 2-4. (Foundation and Level 1 students do French with Jo on Wednesdays and 
students in Levels 5 and 6 use the online program Duolingo to learn their language of choice.) Each week  
Delia develops creating and engaging activities which introduce students to French language and culture. In 

Cycle 3, students learnt about how chocolate is 
made, created a profile of themselves as a  
superhero, and created cards showing a sprig 
of Lily of the Valley to wish people ‘un brin de 
muguet’ (love, happiness and good health). 
The students seem so proud when they can  
understand when Delia says ‘bonjour’ or asks 
them simple questions in French. They are  
all doing a great job at picking up a language 
and we love having Delia at the school. 

French with Delia by Fiona 

 

The team working towards the 2020 opening of Village High School 
are feeling enthused and optimistic, and very much looking forward to 
getting things happening at the high school site.  

In the last few months we have been sharing more information about our 
underpinning philosophy via social media channels and we are almost 
ready to launch our newsletter / blog which will be sent to subscribers via 
email. PIVS community members will be contacted directly about how to 
sign-up. We  are also planning a series of events for the second half of the 
year and look forward to sharing the program with you soon.  

 

 

 

Our plans are to open next year with 
Years 7 and 8, and we’re expecting a 
great mix of existing Village School 
students, and students from other 
schools. We’re currently welcoming 
Expressions of Interest. Email us at 
admin@villagehighschool.org, and 
we’ll send one through to you. 

VHS Update by  Fiona 

Prospective VHS students getting a feel of the space 

A high school with its own unique 
history and charm 
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Callum with his card PIVS / French Superheros 

Ruby and Chloe at work The French group nailing their colours 

mailto:admin@villagehighschool.org


 

    The inaugural Democratic Schools Camp (8th—10th May) was a few years in the making and I felt really 
proud that the Village Schools played an instrumental role in bringing it together. Four small schools from 
Victoria (Hurstbridge Learning Co-op, Maxwell School of Creative Education, KVS and PIVS) as well as 
one school from Tasmania (Peregrine School) brought together 40 children  from Levels 1 to 6, and eight 
adults at the Coastal Discovery Camp in Smith’s Beach. Everyone  
enjoyed the novelty of staying in cabins for the two nights and being on 
camp with people they didn’t know. It didn’t take long for cross-school 
friendships to spark and I loved the way it wasn’t obvious which school 
each student was from as they all blended so well. 

In true democratic style, we opened the camp with a large  
welcome circle and there was a real sense of occasion in the group.  
Everyone was keen to contribute to the planning of each day’s  
program and we really enjoyed the new experiences that were on 
offer. Of course there was surfing, even though the weather  
required double wetsuits, and crafting and music making a-plenty. 
One group spent the afternoon at Oswin Roberts Nature Reserve and 
the Wetlands in Rhyll while others preferred more base camp time 
with chess, drawing and exploring on-site. The food was scrumptious, 
as usual, and seemed to come together 
without much effort. The vote was  
unanimous to hold the camp again, on 
the proviso that they we could all stay for 
longer!  

Our welcome circle 

Democratic Schools Camp by Fiona 
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A rainbow of choices 

Heading off for a surf 

Learning felting with Jane Macdonald 

Riven on the violin 

Ruby with her felted 
creation 

Chloe on the cello 

Exploring the local environment 



 

Community Dinners have become a much-loved tradition at PIVS, and two or three are held each year. 
They are a relaxed affair, with families each contributing a dish or two, helpers rotating through the 
kitchen and everyone having a chance to chat. There’s also something magical for the children about  
being at school at night, and having lots of time and space to play there. Our Cycle 3 dinner was a  
wonderful night, full of great company, delicious food, and happy PIVS students. We are looking forward 
to the next one – stay tuned for the date…! 

Cycle 3 Community Dinner by Lien 

Always great to have a Dads’ catch up Good food, great company and conversation  

Friendships blooming in the food cue 

Community parent bonding at it’s best  

Let’s eat!  The students  dinner table conversations 
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