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newsletter 

“We worry about what a child will become tomorrow, yet we forget that he is someone today.”   
— Stacia Tauscher, dancer and artist  

 
Monday 15th April  First Day of Cycle 3 

Friday 19th April   Good Friday  

Monday 22nd April   Easter Monday 

Thursday 25th April ANZAC Day  

Friday 10th May Community Dinner 

Friday 17th May  Student Free Day  

Dates for Cycle 3, 2019 
 

Birthdays 
 

 

 May 
Ebony, Eli, Craig, Fiona & J0   

June 
Oscar, Indah, Harvey & Jess  

PIVS & KVS students proudly attending the School Strike 4 Climate march on 15th March, 2019 



 
Nature Kids—School Strike 4 Climate by Nick  

This cycle we had the fantastic opportunity of participating in the School 
Strike 4 Climate that took place on the 15th March.  In the lead up to the day 
we discussed the impacts of a changing climate and the systems that impact 
upon climate change. The kids made protest signs and we focussed in on 
what it was we were doing by participating in a protest. 

As the day arrived, we jumped on the bus and set course for the Cranbourne 
Railway station. At Cranbourne, we met a group from Koonwarra Village 
School and boarded the train towards Melbourne. This was the first experi-
ence on a train for some, and justifiably an exciting journey. With every 
station, more and more people piled onto the train, until the carriage started 
to feel like a sardine tin.  

When we finally arrived at Parliament station, we pushed our way off through 
the crowd and onto the platform. Parliament was filled with students heading 
for the march, with the crowd carrying a colourful array of protest signs.  

Walking up the Parliament steps we were at once met with the School Strike 4 
Climate. A huge crowd of young and old were all chanting and shouting, with 
the mass of people shifting all around us. As we made our way into the group, 
our guard slowly dropped, and we all started to shout the chants and wave our 
signs. Soon, a slow shuffle started, and we started marching down Collins 
Street. This was fantastic and gave us a chance to spread out and wave out 
signs proudly. The atmosphere and energy at the march was indescribable 
and left you both exhausted and vitalised.  

On the train ride back to Cranbourne, we swapped stories and reflected upon 
the things we saw. All agreed that they would not forget the day soon. 

 

Jungle Heroes by Craig 

This cycle, the sound of the beating bongo drum filled the air, as the Level 2-6 students 
learned about endangered animals of the rainforest. This topic was born out of the students’ 
passions and interests, making it an exciting learning journey for all. We started off by  
working together as a whole group, researching and learning about the Indri of Madagascar. 
We looked into the causes and effects of chopping down trees for farming and how this leads 
to habitat loss for the singing Indri. Then we got creative. We used a web tool to create an  
infographic (online poster) about our findings; inserting facts, pictures, videos and even 
memes into the poster in order to make it informative and stand out.  

   The students took this learning to the next level by  
using these skills to create their own infographic 
about an animal. Each student had the choice to  
select from either the tiger, the gorilla, the orangutan 
or the eyelash viper. As a group we set a tick-list for 
what the infographics should look like and include, 
which the students later used to give each other  
valuable feedback. By the end of the cycle, each  
creation was published to the internet with its own 
direct link. Ask your child for their  business card with 
the link and have a look for yourselves, hopefully they 
have some left! If not, don’t hesitate to come and see 
me next cycle for it. I personally had a great time 
teaching Jungle Heroes to our students and am very 
proud of each creation, well done to everyone. 
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Leaving Parliament Station 

Ruby, Riven & Indah 

Shayla 

Jack  

Willow 



 

 

Trampolining (F-6) 
with Henry 

 

Chess Club (Lvls 1-6) 
with Nick & Klaus 

 

Nature Kids (Lvls 3-6) 
with Nick 

 

Farm School (Lvls 1-6) 
with Jo & Fran 

 

Horse Riding (Lvls 1-6) 
with Henry & The Horse Workshop, Bass 

 

Piano (Lvls F-6) 
with Sarah Bouquet @ PIVS 

Sign-up Activities  
for Cycle 3 

Sailing PLP by Henry 

   On Fridays in Cycle 2, a group of keen PIVS and KVS  
students ventured to Cowes Yacht Club to learn to sail. The 
7 to 10 year olds completed their Tackers 1 course, and the 
11 to 12 year olds undertook a Start Sailing 1 course. It was a 
great experience and we all learnt to sail by ourselves; how 
exciting.  

We learnt lots of skills, such as how 
to rig a sailing boat, different  
steering techniques, ways to adjust 
the sails to move in different  
directions and speeds, how to  
capsize the boats and get them up 
the right way. There were so many 
skills to learn and different  
weather conditions to practice in, it 
really was an amazing experience.    

When the weather was not ideal for 
sail-
ing, 

we spent time in the club-
house doing activities which 
reinforced what we were 
learning on the water. Knot 
tying was very popular, and 
the students were challenged 
by tying me to a chair; it was 
a struggle to get out, to say 
the least!   

Sunshine and light winds  
greeted the final day, and we 
all had the opportunity to go 
on a catamaran, this was an  
incredible experience. When 
the catamarans go fast, they 
tip onto one hull and it feels 

like you are flying; wow, what a way to finish!!  

A big thank you to the team from Cowes Yacht Club for be-
ing so welcoming and helpful, we all  learnt so much.  

Lizzie at FAMP 

All sailing on a such glorious day 

Henry with the KVS & PIVS crew 
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Xavier & Angelo 

Callum & Ebony 

Henry in knots 

https://www.revolutionise.com.au/cowesyachtclub/events/36036/
https://www.revolutionise.com.au/cowesyachtclub/events/36037/


 

Klaus  

    The surfing PLP this cycle was so much fun! What a way to spend a Monday, 
hey? It was really great to see so much keenness from the students and there 

was an overwhelming ‘let’s get out there and give it a 
go’ vibe. After our four sessions, I’m sure that the  
students came away with a sense of achievement and 
some fun, popping, tumbling, salty memories. 

We had big, soft boards and Henry ran through surf awareness, safety and  
technique as part of every session. In the water, we practised and practised and 
practised popping up and finding that sweet spot on the board. And of course, 

things got silly with party waves, double rides and 
backwards surfing. So good! 

On some days, we were challenged with cold, 
windy and bumpy conditions, but that was all part 
of it! Throughout the PLP, students were well and 
truly exercising both mind and body; having to be 
organised, bringing lunch and some even jumping 
on a connecting bus to another activity  
afterwards.  

Surfing PLP by Jess 

 
Farm School by Jo 

Farm School this year is in full swing! We have a new cohort of eager 
students that have taken up the Farm School PLP on Monday  
afternoons, as well as a few existing students from last year to show 
them the ropes.  

In Cycle 1, the ‘experienced’ Farm School students showed our new 
group around, proudly introduced all the animals and explained how 
to interact safely with them. Lots of time was spent getting familiar 
with the animals and the new space. As a group, they also created a 
‘Farm School’ booklet that has a mix of activities, all related to animals 
on our farm.  

In Cycle 2, the students were involved in helping us prepare for the arrival of two rescue barn cats. We have 
been discussing the important role rescue groups play in our community. The students brainstormed 
about what we needed for our new furry friends, made lists, wrote a song, researched and made cat toys 

and even did an Out ‘n’ About to the supermarket.  We 
picked up the rescue kittens on Monday 1st April and the 
students look forward to meeting them and caring for them 
next cycle. Please welcome Taco and Pepper to the Farm 
School family! 

We are super excited to head on our first Farm School Out ’n’ 
About in Cycle 3. We will be visiting Churchill Island Heritage 
Farm, which I’m sure will lead to more wonderful adventures 
and special memories.  4 

Ebony  

Surfing technique time with Henry & Jess 

Surf’s Up!  Angie, Indah & Jacquie 

Indah’s smile says it all 

Harry, Jonah, Eli, Jack, Ebony & Olive 

Taco Pepper 



Anthony, Nick & the kids 

Th
e 

 
For those who may not know, at the end of every week I 
have a quick check-in with the Level 2-6 students and tick 
off what they have completed on their contract. We call it 
‘hand-in’. I try not to make it a daunting experience and 
quite often have some tunes playing, making it a light-
hearted part of our week. This cycle, our students have 
been nailing hand-in, with most getting to 100% complete 

every week! As a 
result, this has led to 
us having a nice 
opportunity in the 
last couple of hours 
on a Friday for a 
whole school game or 
spark. The children 
have relished the 
opportunity to go 
tech-free at this time, 

which has meant that there have been some very cool 
sparky things happening and new games invented this 
cycle. Notably, Shayla and Chloe’s puppet show perfor-
mance was hilarious (see picture) and the new game 
‘Manhunt’ has taken off in a big way. This has been one of 
the best parts of my week and I look forward to seeing 
what sparks come out of this ‘tech-free’ time next cycle. 

Tech Free Fridays by  Craig 
 New Trampoline by  Fiona 

It sure took a while to bring this project 
together, so it was very exciting to finally see 
our new trampoline assembled and installed 
over our very deep hole this cycle. Thanks to 
Sam Haycroft and Mark Angarame for the 
putting it together, to Mike Egan for bringing 
his excavator to PIVS to dig the hole and to 
the parents at the working bee who finished 
it off.  The trampoline is the most hard 
working piece of play equipment we have at 
PIVS. At any time during the day you’ll find 
children enjoying the floating, flying, 
weightless sensation that jumping on the 
tramp provides. I now can’t imagine our 
school without one. 

The nature kids with Nick  
observing the blackend earth. 

 
Nature Kids—Trip to Grantville by Nick 

To wrap up this cycle, the Nature Kids ventured out to the Grantville Nature Conservation Reserve. The 
conservation reserve was the site of the Grantville fire earlier this year. The Nature Kids had been planning 
to visit the site to explore the effects of fire on an ecosystem and to experience the alien landscape.  

Entering the burnt area, the effects of fire were immediately apparent. The trees’ leaves were brown, 
grasses had yellowed, and the dirt was blackened. One big change we could see was the loss of the under- 
and mid-storey growth, which opened up the bushland, allowing us to look far deeper into the scene than 
in unburnt areas. In our exploration, the clusters of grass trees were a highlight. Grass trees are ubiquitous 
in the area and this species is incredibly adapted to fire, with their new growth being the main source of 
green in the burnt landscape. 

Rhian, Aerin, Oscar, Riven, Willow & Seb 
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Closely observing the alien landscape Angie & Ruby  

Shayla & Chloe’s Puppet Show 



 Foundation Softies  
by Emma 

Older students Fenn, Aerin and Willow 
were feeling sparky this cycle and 
made a soft toy for each Foundation 
student of their favourite animall It's 
great to see the friendships and 
connections developing between 
older and younger students and the 
sharing of their generous and  
     creative spirits.  
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All ready for FAMP! 

 
KVS Students Visit  by Jo  

On Tuesday 19th March, we had the pleasure of the Level 1s 
from Koonwarra Village School coming to visit us at PIVS. The 
intention was for the Level 1 students from both Village Schools 
to get to know each other and participate in a variety of 

activities together.  

The students from both schools 
rotated through four different 
activities in mixed school groups. A 
highlight for the Koonwarra  
students was our new trampoline! 
This was a new and exciting  
experience for them at school. But 
painting and board games also 
proved to be popular activities!  

The KVS crew joined us for lunch 
and enjoyed a big play in our 
wonderful surroundings. They often 

commented on the beautiful sea breeze and loved playing on 
the big hill, sliding down 
on the cardboard!  

The students mixed so 
well and in the short 
amount of time we spent 
together; new friendships 
were already blossoming. 
We look forward to being 
able to catch up with our 
Koonwarra Village School  
    friends again in Cycle 3! 

 
This cycle, the Foundation students went on 
their first ‘Out ‘n’ Abouts’. 

In preparation for our first outing, we had two 
practice runs on the bus where we learnt the 
bus rules and practiced getting organised with 
all of the things we might need when leaving 
school.  

It was then finally time for the real thing! We 
ventured off on Weeks 3 and 4 to Surf Beach 
Community Playground, a beautiful, quiet park 
hidden behind the Surf Beach sand dunes. The 
children had a fantastic time on the play 
equipment and with the balls and hula hoops 
we took along. We also enjoyed some sweet 
treats that they had baked earlier in the week. 

 

Out ‘n’ Abouts will be an important part of the Foundation program throughout the year, in which we will  
     extend our learning beyond four walls and have real life experiences within nature and our community.  

Foundation students go Out ‘n’ About  by Emma 

The exciting bus trip 
Zen, Isis, Cordelia, Rhian,  

Lexie & Lulu 

Saoirse with Quilah 

Charlotte, Oscar, Sol & Harvey 

Rhian, Cordelia, Zen, Isis, Isla, Lexie, 
Fenn, Aerin & Willow 



 

What was it like for you as 
a child at school?  

I enjoyed my time at Wonga 
Park Primary School; it was 
a close community and I 
made some lifelong friends. 
I loved maths in primary 
school and was also very 
excited to be outside as 
much as possible.  

If you were a child at PIVS, would you like 
this school. Why? 

I would have really enjoyed PIVS as a child, it 
has a great community with amazing  
opportunities for the students. I would have 
loved how much students get a say in their 
learning environment, and enjoyed all the 
camps and Out ‘n’ Abouts.  

What other careers have you had? 

I haven’t had any other long-term careers,  
although I have been working with schools 
for the last 6 years running and assisting with 
outdoor education programs like; surfing, 
skiing and snowboarding, hiking, rock  
climbing, kayaking and snorkeling. This led 
to the opportunity to work with the Village 
Schools. I did try out being a carpenter for a 
little bit too, which taught me lots of skills!  

Why did you want to work at PIVS? 

I love the philosophy of PIVS, and after  
learning how PIVS approaches education I  
really wanted to work at PIVS alongside such 
a strong team and community. Also, a school 
which prioritizes time in the outdoors was 
very appealing!  

What do you enjoy about working at PIVS? 

I love how because it’s a smaller school you 
can create stronger relationships with the  
students, this then flows into a great  
teaching environment. The team and  
community at PIVS are also so helpful and 
welcoming, it has made me really enjoy the 
start of my time at PIVS!  

Meet the Mentor  
by Henry Rushford 

 ‘Think Chess’ by Klaus (PIVS  Chess Mentor) 

This is an old game and the history of it goes back to India 
and China. This web link here tells us a little bit about it. 
https://www.chess.com/blog/Tayyab/why-chess-was-
invented2 

It is written; chess requires concentration and intelligence. 

Chess sharpens the senses and it is also character building. 
The very young beginner needs time to find that out. At 
first, all the young player does is moving the figures on the 
board according to the rules and that is fine. The  
sharpening of the senses kicks in when by moving figures 
aimlessly the game is quickly lost. So, it pays to check if the 
move is safe. Here already are several possibilities to  
conclude what is safe. For safety it pays to look at what the 
opponent is up to, because every move could open a gap 
that indicates an upcoming disaster.  

Once the young player realises it is good to pay  
attention to all figures on the board and what could  
develop out of the present constellation for or against, the 
game will take off into a new direction. Our beginner has 
made progress and complex thinking motivates the inner 
ego. How far can he/she go to win the game and why did  
ignoring the position of the opponent ended in check  
mate? These are questions that come up automatically. 
This is good- he /she is now a young player. 

Chess is also character building. Not every day is the brain 
as sharp as it could be before a game. The player could be a 
bit depressed or very happy; perhaps he is just too relaxed. 
To learn how emotions can influence the sharp clicks in the 
brain are very beneficial for self- examination. The journey 
to the inner self is a long one.  

Let’s go back to the very young beginner. He is now  
eighteen and is still playing chess. He has also made a  
driver’s licence and got a car. On the road he is now a pawn 
in the field, and he is not experienced yet. Chess is the last 
thing on his mind while he is driving, but something is. 
Watch your back- move forward safely- pay attention to 
the movements of the other pawns around. Without safety 
there is no progress and disaster leads to check mate. This  
attitude has nothing to do with chess or has it? 

I read; some good chess players have become  
mathematicians later in life. That would be a  
minority, but it is possible our young player now wants to 
buy a house and needs a mortgage. He looks at house  
prices- he looks at mortgage repayments and calculates in 
the possibility of inflation to give himself some financial 
space. In short, he overlooks the chessboard and how the 
pawns from both sides can affect each other. By now, this 
     way of thinking is in his blood or better in his  
             brain.  7 

https://www.chess.com/blog/Tayyab/why-chess-was-invented2
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  Poetry was the catchcry for writing sessions throughout Cycle Two. The students were introduced to a 
selection of genres and were quick to choose their favourites. “Can we watch ‘Chocolate Cake’ again?” 
was the constant request at the start of each preso. From acrostic poems through to ballads, raps and 
free verse, the students immersed themselves and then produced a poem of their own. I was so excited 
to read their final drafts. Here is a selection to share: 

Poetry by Jenny  
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Archer Angelo Olive 

Callum Angie Ruby 

Nathanael 

Ebony 



 

Poetry cont... by Jenny  

   

“Poetry ... is the revelation 
of a feeling that the poet 

believes to be interior and 
personal which the reader 

recognizes as his own.”  
 

— Salvatore Quasimodo   
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Jack 

Riven Xavier 

Shayla 


