
 Cycle 1,2019 
newsletter 

“This is the power of gathering: it inspires us, delightfully, to be more hopeful, more joyful,  
more thoughtful: in a word, more alive.  

Alice Waters 

 

Mon 4th March  First Day of Cycle 2 

Sat 9th March  Working Bee 

Mon 11th March  Labour Day Public Holiday 

Fri 5th April  Student Free Day 

Dates for Cycle 2, 2019  

Birthdays 
 

 

 March 
Olive, Rhian, Tee-Jai & Fran  

April  
Cordelia, Isis, Nathanael, 

Jonah, Mahli & Nick  

Another fabulous FAMP at Cape Paterson  

Base Camp at twilight 



 
FAMP 2019 by Fiona 

Family Camp (FAMP) is such a highlight on the Village School 
calendar, and this year was no exception. Excitement and 
anticipation built in the first few weeks of the year as we did our 
best to explain to new families just what it was all about. 

Returning to Cape Paterson again this year, it felt like we had our 
very own festival. Kitted up with a luxurious (can’t believe we had 
hot water!) camp kitchen, all manner of accommodations 
scattered throughout the tea-tree including both neighbourhoods 
(for students sleeping with families) and independent camping 
areas. There were flags and fairy lights, craft activities, slack-lines 
and circus performers. We even brought our own drinking 
fountain (thanks South Gippsland Water!). 

The first of our FAMP activities was the introduction of Tribes.  
Siblings, buddies, multi-aged friends, mentors and parents formed 
small sub-groups within our larger school community that would be 
looking out for each other and gathering together during the camp. 
Each group chose a name and designed a flag, a bit like a coat of arms, 
to represent the individuals and attributes of group members. These 
flags fluttered at base camp and designated a meeting point for when 
we gathered together for Tribe activities like the Sand Castle Comp 
and the Quiz. Our Tribes are: Magic Thunder Dragons, D’Whispers, 
Dandelion Tree Climbers, Jjarrills, Flaming Fire Ants, and Chilli 
Chocolate Predasaurs (CCPs).  

Kitchen operations flowed beautifully this year with the addition of an 
instant hot water service (I know I’ve mentioned it twice in a short 
period of time, but it really changed our lives). Parent help in the 
kitchen was outstanding and between the people power, a coolroom, 
two thermies, two pizza ovens and a BBQ there wasn’t much that we 
couldn’t do. Being able to so easily cater for a community of 70 strong 
for three meals a day over a three day camp is something I really get a 
kick out of. Not much we can’t do, I reckon!  

The very popular FAMP Quiz was held on the second night and Tribe 
teams worked together to win the coveted Pumpkin, carved expertly, 
in real-time, by Mentor Nick. Racoon Girl (Sarah) and Slim Dog 
(Henry) were very entertaining hosts and the brave performers wowed 
us again with outstanding robot impersonations, jokes in an accent, 
and best song segment (go Shayla!!). Congratulations to the winners 
on the night—the Dandelion Tree Climbers.  

Of course there was the swimming and rockpooling—what a gorgeous 
location Cape Paterson is, and some energetic folks explored a little 
more of the coastline this year with an orienteering course prepared 
by Mentor Craig. 

As each evening fell we were delighted by the twinkling of fairy lights  
  that hovered above us at Base Camp (thanks Henry). We enjoyed 
     shadow plays, tent time, evening conversations, and the knowledge 
           that we are part of a very special community. Thanks everyone! 

Jess & Clare cooking up a storm 
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Jjarrils making their Tribe flag 

The fabulous Cape Paterson Beach  

Quiz Hosts—Sarah & Henry  



 

Beach Fun 

The D’Whispers! 

2019 Quiz Winners—Dandelion Tree Climbers 
Emma, Archer, Harvey. Cordelia, Nate Olive, Clare,  

Michael J, Fran, Cindy & Michael C 

Ian, Xavier & Paul  

Lexie & Craig assisting 
Isla on the slack rope 

Hannah & Camille 

Jasmine & Indah 

Trivia groups gather  round 

Sarah & Henry  
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FAMP 
Cape Paterson 

2019  

Fun playing in the dirt, 

Harry spinning a 
plate 

Oscar 

Saoirse 



An-

 

Nature Kids by Nick 

  As we ease back into the year, the Nature Kids have started 
looking forward into 2019. With a great group of new and old 
Nature Kids, the first item on our agenda was cleaning up our 
beaches. In Cycle 1, we headed down to the San Remo back 
beach and collected all the waste we could find. Luckily there 
was less than we were expecting but after some searching we 
managed to get our rubbish on! 

With Clean Up Australia Day on the horizon we were approached 
by Monica Alfing from the Coastal Clean-up Group to help with 
their event on March 3rd. During a big afternoon of freestyle 
painting, we created an awesome sign for their event.  

Nature Kids is looking onwards and upwards with the year ticking along smoothly. We have some big  
         plans for the next couple of cycles, so stay tuned! 
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The PIVS Glee t-shirts on show 

 

In Kitchen Garden, we kicked off the year with some summer harvesting which 
led into some awesome discussions about crop rotation. The potatoes were 

prolific again, but we had to race the possums to our 
mini muncher cucumbers this year; tasty little things! 

The students from Foundation through to Level 6 
have all had the opportunity to suggest what they 
would like to explore this year in Kitchen Garden time. And wow, what a 
creative and enthusiastic bunch of makers, growers and thinkers they are. 
Crazy fun times ahead! 

Kitchen Garden by Jess 

Lulu & Isla 

Zen, Isla, Lulu, Rhian,  
Cordelia & Lexie 

 

3, 2, 1… go Eagles, go 
Diamonds and go 
Treasure Hunters! At 

a blistering pace they all scrambled off with maps, 
compasses, walkie-talkies and call signs ready. 
Through the bush and onto the beach, the excited 
explorers hunted for 6 bright blue ribbons. Attached to 
these ribbons were pieces of a cryptic riddle which 
needed to be solved when the team reached the end 
point. Thankfully, all our brave teams made it to the 
final checkpoint with a smile and a determination to 
get a good finish time. Based upon the positive feelings 
from the group, I feel like this venture into orienteering 
could be the start of something that inspires even more 
exploration in nature and teamwork. Well done and  
     thank you to all the teams that participated.  

FAMP  
Orienteering 

by  Craig 

 Bluearth by  Fiona 

Mentors from both Village Schools started 
the year with a professional development 
day at Koonwarra, learning about 
Bluearth cooperative games and activities 
that large groups and all ages can enjoy 
together. Great fun and an ideal way to 
reconnect with each other after the break. 

Nate, Angie,Ben,Jacquie,Riven, Indah, 
Ruby, Archer & Shayla 

Mentors at Bluearth training in Koonwarra 

Craig with Callum, Fenn, Saoirse, 
Xavier & Ben 



 

 
Welcome to the New Foundation Students by Emma 

Welcome new Foundation students and families! 

With the beginning of the new school year we have 
welcomed nine new Foundation students: Isis, Lexie, Zen, 
Cordelia, Isla, Rhian, Mahli, Lulu and Anya.  

What an exciting and fun-filled start to the school year we 
have had already! All students have settled in very well to 
school life and have enjoyed spending time with their older 
buddies and new school friends, exploring their new 
environment, learning the school routines and spending 
plenty of time getting to know one another. As a group 
they have already developed some special friendships and 
connect and work well together.  

A big highlight this cycle was the new Foundation room which started as 
an empty portable and has been lovingly transformed by the Foundation 
students into a welcoming space for all to enjoy. We were also gifted a 
fantastic new cubby house (by Mahli and Indah’s extended family) which 
has been very popular over Cycle 1.  

Well done on a terrific start to your school journey at PIVS, I know you 
will all bring something special to our school community and I can’t wait  
        for the adventures that this year will bring us!  

Sparks fun in the classroom 

The Green Zone by Jo 

Over the holidays, lots of great building works took place at PIVS. Interior walls were moved within the main 
building and I had the pleasure of creating an inspiring new space for the Level 1s and 2s to call home. Our 
newly formed space has been named ‘The Green Zone’. This name is inspired by our ‘Zones of Regulation’ and 
the goal of being in the green zone for learning, and it also compliments the new furnishings in our room.  

The students have settled in really well to their new space, which is where their Literacy and Numeracy presos 
take place. They are enjoying the extra space, the new reading corner and our new round lowline table, with 
cushions!  

The focus for Writing this cycle has been Recounts. The students have written about their school holidays, 
weekends and FAMP. They are practicing planning their writing first, including detailed information in their 
recounts and re-reading their work to check it makes sense. They have also been introduced to dotted third 
paper. The focus when using this type of paper is letter formation and correct sizing of letters. They are very 
proud of their handwriting and I encourage you come and have a look at what they’ve been doing! 

The Green Zone is also used for Spelling and S & E (Social and Emotional) presos. The focus for Spelling this 
cycle has been THRASS chart revision. We are learning what all the sounds are on the chart and how to find 

them quickly, so the chart can be used as a tool to make spelling choices. 
THRASS is lots of fun, as it has a visual chart 
with pictures, a CD with raps and sequenc-
es and plenty of games to practice sounds 
and spelling choices. I am looking forward 
to offering a THRASS information evening 
to families next cycle, so you can learn 
what it’s all about - stay tuned! 

Eli & Harry  
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All ready for FAMP! 

Angie, Chloe, Indah, Riven,  

Jacquie, & Ruby 



 

Klaus  

Horse Riding  by Jenny 

 Collingwood Football Club Visit by Henry  

Two members of the Collingwood Football Club came to visit PIVS in the second week of Cycle 1. It 
was very exciting to see Brodie Grundy and Tim Broomhead at our school and was a valuable  
opportunity for the students to gain insight into an elite sportsperson’s life and their career. The 
students asked lots of questions such as “How many goals have you kicked?” Or “How did you feel 
when the West Coast Eagles won the premiership last year?” 
and other relating to their training, what they eat and what 
football players do when they are not playing football. 

Brodie and Tim shared lots of information 
and spoke about playing fairly in any game 
or activity and the importance of showing 
respect to others. At the end of the 
conversation, the students (and some 
parents!) made the most of the  
opportunity for photos and signatures. A 
big thank you to Collingwood FC for 
coming down to our school and giving us this experience! 

The bus chugged over to Bass on two occasions in Cycle 1 to give 
some of our students the chance to trial a horseriding lesson. They 
could then decide whether they’d like to continue next cycle. I look 
forward to the excitement and anticipation experienced by our kids on 
horseriding days. The joy that is apparent during the sessions is so 
worth the logistics needed to get there. Our school is so lucky to be 
able to offer such programs and to have parents on board with all the 
things we do. 

Watching our youngest students engage with the horses for the first 
time is such a buzz. Tee-Jai sitting astride a huge horse and letting his 
instructor know she could let go and he was very capable on his own. 
Saiorse looking the accomplished horsewoman on her pony ‘Jolly’. 
Evie relaxing on her little horse and confidently smiling. Beni taking 
everything in his stride. Indah joined us for the first time as well and 
looked like she was born to ride. The rest of the crew had been there 
before and looked right at home picking up where they had left off. 

A much-awaited part of the day is feeding the horses our apple cores 
from lunch. I’m sure the kids gobble up as many apples as they can 
squeeze in, just to prolong feeding time. We have so much fun at 
horseriding. I’m looking forward to seeing what next cycle brings! 
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Post-FAMP 
Display 

The captivated and very excited audience. 
Harvey with his  

autogragh 

Evie & her pony. 

Saoirse and her pony 

going solo. 



 

 

Jasper Jasmine riding the energy bike. 
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Meet the Mentor by Fiona 

Landcare does a great lunch 

     What was it like for you at school?  

Primary school was definitely the highlight of my school days. I went to a British 
Army school called Highgate Hill in Kuala Lumper, Malaysia, where my family 
lived for six years. It was a very small school, like PIVS, with lots of creative and 
adventurous teachers and parents. We regularly went on camps to the national 

park, which is thick 
jungle and only accessible by long boat. We 
did amazing whole school plays with  

fantastic costumes and sets and school 
was finished by 1 o’clock every day. My  
secondary schooling, however, was the 
complete opposite. I don’t think it helped 
inform who I am today, except to make 
me passionate about starting a different 
kind of high school. 

If you were a child at PIVS, would you 
like this school? Why?  

I would love to be able to turn back time 
and see how I would have turned out if I’d 
been to PIVS. I reckon I would have really 
enjoyed the Contracts as I have always 
liked having a say over my day, but I know 
I would have also found some of  the S&E 
bits challenging. I was pretty shy, a bit 
anxious and would have really benefited 
from an S&E program.   

What other careers have you had?  

It’s taken me a lot of jobs to work out 
what I enjoy doing the most and I am so 
grateful for all of them because they have 
given me a range of great skills that I use  
every day. I’ve been a travel agent, legal 
secretary, a uni student (many times), in 
customer service and admin at Bass Coast 
Shire Council, worked in retail, and  
started my own business—Green Heart  
Organics, which is still going today!  

What do you enjoy about working at 
PIVS?  

I couldn’t imagine any better work than 
what I do at PIVS right now. I spend  
everyday with an awesome team, in a 
fabulous community on things that will 
help make the world a better place.  

Ticks all my boxes!! 

The PIVS Team Grows by Fiona 

This year our mentor and support staff team has grown 
with the addition of Henry Rushford who will be our PE and 
Camps Mentor. Henry has both Teaching and Sport and 
Outdoor Education qualifications along with a start in his 
work life in carpentry. He is also Mentor Emma’s brother, so 
we know he comes from good stock! Henry stepped  
beautifully into a co-hosting role at the 
FAMP Quiz as Slim Dog, and anyone who 
can flow so well with Sarah in full flight is 
definitely a good match for our schools. 
Henry is also the PE/Camp mentor at KVS 
this year, too. Welcome, Henry! 

Lizzie Price is also 
joining PIVS this 
year her final year of study in a Mas-
ters of Education. Lizzie has worked as 
an Assistant Mentor at KVS for the 
last couple of years so understands 
and connects with our philosophy and 

approach for teaching and learning. It will be great to hear 
her observations as she sees the model enacted in two 
quite different environments. Lizzie will be doing Handwrit-
ing presos and supporting students in Mentor Assistance 
Time (MAT) on Thursdays. Welcome, Lizzie! 

Kelly Kirkparick has joined the admin 
team and will work alongside Fran 
and I as the result of a restructure that 
will enable me to spend time at the 
high school in 2020. Kelly’s time and 
responsibilities will dovetail with 
Fran’s so that we have more coverage 
in the office and sharing of the load at 
peak times of the year. Kelly has been a parent at PIVS 
since 2016 and has spent time on the Board so has a good 
understanding of how the school works from several per-
spectives. Kelly’s current and previous work experiences are 
gained from both large corporates as well as her own on-
line and bricks and mortar stores and she has a wide range 
of skills in administration, marketing and policy develop-
ment. Great to have you on-board, Kelly!  

Henry as Slim Dog 

Lizzie at FAMP 

Kelly 



 

 

Sailing (Lvls 3-6) 

with Henry  & Cowes Yacht Club 
 

Surfing  (Lvls 4-6) 
with Henry & Jess 

 

Chess Club (Lvls 1-6) 
with Nick & Klaus 

 

Nature Kids (Lvls 3-6) 
with Nick 

 

Farm School (Lvls 1-6) 
with Jo & Fran 

 

Horse Riding (Lvls 4-6) 
with Henry & The Horse Workshop, Bass 

 

Piano (Lvls F-6) 
with Sarah Bouquet @ PIVS 

Sign-up Activities  
for Cycle 2 

We had a surprise gift this cycle with the 
donation of a cubby house from ?? 
(Indah and Mahli’s grandparents) who 
won it in a raffle. The cubby was con-
structed through a project by the Phillip 
Island Rotary Club and Newhaven Col-
lege. It was quite a spectacle arriving by 
tractor and landing as if by magic. It’s 
lovely to have our outdoor environment 
changing as we grow. Thanks for think-
ing of us ... 

New Cubby by Fiona 

 

Summer Building Works 

The Summer break is a great opportunity to under-
take building works, and this year we scheduled in  
another round of moving walls and digging dirt. The 
walls of the Yellow Room (now The Green Zone) 
were extended (which is the third time the same 
builder has either installed or moved them(!))  and 
underground power was laid to both the portable 
classroom and the office. A ramp and steps were 
constructed to provide access to the portable and 
new carpark fencing was installed making our en-
trance look much more permanent and inviting. 

Feeling the FAMP love in the sand 
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Power going underground 

The walls being moved again! 


