
 

 

School No. 2108 

 

Annual Report 

2018 
  

 



PIVS Annual Report 2018 

 

2  

 

Contextual Information 

Phillip Island Village School (PIVS) opened its doors on the 4th of February 2016 at 483 Berry’s Beach 
Road, Ventnor. The school is an independent primary school offering enrolment for children in 
Foundation to Grade 6. At the time of the 2018 Federal Government Census 35 students were 
enrolled at the school. 

Phillip Island Village School Board 

It is my great pleasure to report on the work of the PIVS Board for the 2018 Annual Report. 

The PIVS Board is energetic and dedicated, and very rewarding to work with. We bring together 
diverse views and experiences into a cohesive and productive group. In 2018 our PIVS board 
members included Fiona McKenzie, Lien Sim, Peter Wolf, Kelly Kirkpatrick and Paul Morris. 

2018 was a year of growth and maturation for our school. The Board was involved in initiating and 
driving a number of key projects and also undertook school governance training, intended to clarify 
and improve our understanding of a Board’s role in setting the strategic direction and oversight of 
the school.  

In June, we welcomed two new board members to the board; Paul Morris and Kelly Kirkpatrick. 
Paul and Kelly have brought a range of diverse experience in industry, government and governance 
to the PIVS Board, and broadened our existing skill set. They have also contributed some valuable 
fresh perspectives to board deliberations. 

One of our major roles over the past few years has been to secure a permanent site for the school. 
We currently have a long-term lease of the site, however feel it is in the school’s best interests to 
own the site, and to be able to develop the buildings and grounds to accommodate the schools’ 
growth. A number of prerequisites to negotiating a successful purchase needed to be overcome for 
this to become a reality, including a boundary realignment for the block, the rezoning of the site, a 
change to the title and valuation of the land. Eventually, our offer to purchase the land (subject to 
the school being awarded a successful grant from the Independent Schools Victoria Block Grant 
Authority) was accepted in September 2018. This was a great step forward in securing a permanent 
home for PIVS. 

A new initiative introduced in 2018 to assist with future planning and future staffing was the PIVS 
Intern Program, intended to give an opportunity for teaching students in their final years of study 
to spend time at PIVS flexibly around their university commitments, and have an opportunity for 
immersion in the model. The board was very supportive of the program, which we felt would give 
both teachers and the school the ability to assess whether PIVS was a good match. It was very 
successful in 2018, with a younger years Intern, Nadine Leed, and an older years Intern, Craig 
Dowell, both spending several cycles at PIVS. 

In July, Fiona, Peter, Paul and I, together with members of the KVS Board, all attended a weekend 
of Board Governance Training run by Independent Schools Victoria. This was an extremely valuable 
experience and enabled a significant amount of learning about board roles, operations, and the 
importance of strategic planning in the board’s ongoing work. We came away from the training 
energised and motivated to act on these learnings.  

Stimulated by the governance training, we started our strategic planning in an externally-
facilitated joint Village Schools Strategic Planning session, in which we discussed overarching  
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themes, and then divided into school-specific groups to nut out some of the detail around our plans. 
We followed this session with several strategic planning sessions, separate to our ordinary board 
meetings, and had a great success progressing the PIVS Strategic Plan. 

A key step towards the long-term sustainability of PIVS operations was to recognise the need to 
create a new senior admin position to take over some of Fiona’s administrative duties, and allow 
her both to spend more time with the Mentor team and engaged in high level philosophical and 
strategic activities. The board felt that this was an important step in school future planning and the 
ongoing sustainability of the PIVS management team.  

I have continued to greatly enjoy working with the PIVS Board in 2018 and am proud of our hard 
work in shaping the future of PIVS. I look forward to continuing this work and to watching PIVS 
develop and mature further.  

Lien Sim, PIVS Chairperson 

 

Profile of the Student Body 

At the time of the Federal Government 2018 School Census, 20 girls and 15 boys were enrolled at 
the school.  

 

One of the 35 students had Language Backgrounds Other Than English, none were indigenous, and 
three were recorded as having a disability. 

In 2018, the school’s Socio-Economic Score was 97. This score is calculated from the residential 
addresses of PIVS students which corresponds to a per-capita funding amount of 88.9% of the 
Schooling Resource Standard. The SRS is defined as the cost of educating one student with no 
additional educational needs in an Australian school for one year. PIVS also received School 
Location and School Size loadings. 
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Curriculum and Learning Contracts  

Phillip Island Village School uses the Victorian Curriculum as the basis of its academic program. The 
school’s Philosophy and Guiding Principles outline the broader framework in which teaching and 
learning occurs.  

The Village School Curriculum includes a series of additional programs and elements that are 
integrated across all the features of school life. 

Learning Contracts provide the framework for teaching and learning at PIVS. The intention of these 
are to support children to become independent and effective learners.  Contracts include a range 
of core numeracy and literacy tasks that can be undertaken by each child independently and they 
also integrate into a structured whole school weekly timetable which includes periods of direct 
instruction and whole group activities. 

The Foundation and Level 1 contracts are simple in nature and aim to develop children’s awareness 
of their ability to make choices which lead to success. As the children’s skills develop the complexity 
of the contract increases and they begin to share the decision making with their mentor about the 
order and timing of their work tasks (Guided Contracts). Over time, the level of guidance from the 
teacher reduces until children are working within a fully Independent Contract.  

Whole School Activities  

South Gippsland One Act Play Festival, Foster 

The One Act Play Festival in Foster took place in August 
and was the culmination of two cycles of theatrical 
themed work by the students and mentors. The script 
chosen was based on the book A History of Messy Rooms, 
and students immersed themselves in research on 
historical periods of life, costumes and language, before 
auditioning for roles in the play. Students from all levels 
were involved, both behind the scenes and with 
performance roles. The students performed the play at a school community dinner, before heading 
off to Foster and performing in the theatre in front of the community and judging panel. PIVS won 
an award for Best Props and Costumes. 

Film Project  

Across Cycles 6 and 7, students selected from a range of film themes to try their hand at film-
making. Throughout the project they covered topics such as storyboarding, scriptwriting, lighting, 

location planning and props. They also explored various film 
types such as stop motion and slideshows and used voiceovers 
and sound effects to support their story telling. Learning to work 
as a team was also a key theme of this project. The films were 
shown at the school community dinner at the end of Cycle 7 to 
much applause and enthusiasm. 

  

One Act Play cast & crew  

Film Night audience 
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French and Spanish Languages Program 

In Semester Two, all PIVS students had a French and Spanish language 
experience from two native speakers—Ana Sofia (a parent at PIVS) for Spanish 
and Delia Druot for French. Spanish classes continued into subsequent cycles 
for Foundation to Level 1s and French was ongoing for Level 2 and 3 students. 
Students in Levels 4 to 6 chose a language to study from Duolingo - an online 
language program. 
 

Ukulele Lessons 

In Cycles 1 and 2, the Level 1-6 students enjoyed a ukulele lesson with 
Tanya Nolan. The great weather enabled these to happen outside under 
the trees, and the playgroupers really enjoyed watching and listening as 
they wandered past. This is a great example of how we like to have 
children work with people who are passionate about their craft. 

Personal Learning Projects (PLPs)  

The year kicked off with Swimming in Cycle 1 for Level 2 to 6 
students, concentrating on either basic water and swimming skills 
or more specific technique and swimming drills at the Bass Coast 
Aquatic and Leisure Centre in Wonthaggi.  

Surfing was offered to strong swimmers from Levels 4 to 6 in Cycle 
2 while other students continued with their pool sessions. Surfing 
was facilitated by Jess Agnello with help from keen surfing parents 
– Geoff & Benita Russell. The students visited several different 
beaches around Phillip Island and showed growing confidence in 
their board riding skills by the end of the cycle.  

A popular, school-based PLP in Cycle 2 was Hairstyling which was 
facilitated by parent Sarah Azzato who generously shared her 
expertise and passion and gave the kids hands-on tips for everyday 
hair styling as well as fancier up-dos.  

A Netball PLP was offered in Cycle 3, with the students learning the 
skills, rules and strategies of the game with great enthusiasm. The 
five weeks culminated in a friendly match against Koonwarra 
Village School at the Bass Coast Leisure and Aquatic Centre in 
Wonthaggi.  

A student-requested PLP in Self-Defense, was also offered and 
hosted by parent, Peter Wolf in his studio in San Remo. Students 
learned both the art and intention of several self-defense strategies 
through the Brazilian martial art of Jiu-Jitsu. 

In Cycle 4, students had two PLPs available – Chess with the Phillip 
Island Chess Club (who met weekly at PICAL) and the PIVS drama 

tradition – the One Act Play. Both of these are detailed in other sections of this report. 

French with 
Delia 

Ukulele with 
Tanya 

Swimming 
with Jess 

Surfing with Benita & Geoff 

Netball champions 

Self defense with Pete 
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In Cycle 5, the Chess PLP transformed into the PIVS Chess Club which 
offered weekly opportunities for students to enjoy a game of chess with Klaus 
Kollner (PI Chess Club) and other students at the school. The Chess Club is 

now firmly embedded in our 
program and continued for the 
rest of the year. The One Act 
Play rehearsals continued and a 
Billy Cart Making PLP was 
offered for students in Levels 2-
6 which was held in conjunction with the Phillip Island 
Men’s Shed in Cowes (see Community Engagement 
section of this report). 

With Mentor Nick Pattison being a passionate rock climber, a Rock Climbing PLP was a popular 
offering in Cycle 6. Over five weeks, students experienced a variety of climbing types starting on 

our basic school playground climbing walls, moving to the local 
indoor Clip N Climb venue and then progressing to outdoor rock 
climbing along the Cowes shoreline. 
The student-initiated Farming PLP was 
also offered in this cycle, which saw 
students heading out and about to a 
variety of different local farms 
including: Warook Farm, Bassine 
Cheese Dairy Farm, and Jo Huckett’s 
Hobby Farm. After successful 
experiences and continued sparking 
from the students, the weekly Farm 
School program emerged and continued 

through to the end of the year with farm experiences and fun both at 
school and the Huckett’s Hobby Farm. 

Glee Club was a PLP which was both suggested and led by students in Cycles 7 and 8. Jo Huckett 
and Franciska Johnston supported the three groups as they worked on songs, dance moves, 

choreography, costumes and performance. Two of the 
student groups decided to perform their dance at the 
Grade 6 Graduation dinner, so 
rehearsals continued at the 
Rhyll Hall right up until the 
night, where they were 
performed to a very 
appreciative audience.  

Horse riding at The Horse 
Workshop in Bass was both popular and successful in Cycle 7, so was 
also extended into Cycle 8. Students gained confidence, both 
personally and with their riding over the sessions and the equine 
therapy approach used by Mark and Di McIntosh was very compatible 
with the PIVS philosophy.  

Chess Club with Klaus & Craig 

Lois rock climbing 

Olive & Nate at 
Warook Farm 

PIVS Glee Club 

Callum  
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Kitchen & Garden Program 

PIVS provides both morning tea and lunch for staff and students as part 
of its program. Four days a week these meals were prepared by Jess 
Agnello with help from rostered students and one day a week a 
volunteer from our family community came in to prepare and serve 
lunch.   

In addition to the lunch program, students 
were involved in specific Kitchen Garden 
learning areas across the year such as 
propagating strawberries, fruit preserving, 
jam making, chicken care, olive harvesting and preserving, nutrition, 
pasta making, edible weeds and apron making. Foundation students 
also undertook cooking once a week to prepare morning tea for 
Playgroup.  

Students participated in a Woolworths 
tour as part of their ‘Fresh Food Kids 

Discovery Tour’, an initiative by the supermarket chain to encourage 
children to eat more fruit and veg. It was great to see the students 
showing their take on healthy eating and displaying their knowledge 
of nutrition and a wide variety of fruit and vegetable species. 

Social & Emotional Learning Program 

Kimochis, Zones of Regulation 

Social and Emotional (S & E) lessons were held throughout the year for Foundation and Level 1 
students with the Kimochi characters and feelings as their focus. This program helps young children 
to develop emotional literacy and assists them with communicating how they are feeling, as well 
as identifying and empathising with the feelings of others. 

From Cycle 6 onwards, Level 2-4 students learnt about ‘The Zones 
of Regulation’. This program uses four colours (blue, green, yellow 
and red) to help students visually and verbally self-identify how they 
are functioning in the moment, given their emotions and states of 
alertness. The initial focus was on learning about the different 
zones, recognising the feelings 
that can occur in each colour 
zone and understanding how 
being in different zones impacts 

others’ thoughts and feelings. 
The program also assisted students to identify when they are 
ready for learning and when they may need assistance to help 
them shift their energy and emotions into a different zone for 
the environment. 

Edible weed sorting 

Olive harvesting 

Camila & the Zones 
of Regulation 

Playgroup baking 
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Nature-based Programs  

Nature Kids 

It was a fantastic year for the Nature Kids, formed in late 2017 by three young PIVS naturalists. 2018 
saw the group blossom into a community of 18 Level 2-6 students, sometimes splitting into two 
groups focused around the interest areas of nature appreciation and marine biology. Each cycle 
saw a slightly different theme and activity including visits to Swan Lake, The Nobbies, Forrest 
Caves, Berry’s Beach, and The Colonnades. There was tree planting, rubbish collecting, night walks 
and fund-raising, culminating in the Nature Kids Camp at Smith’s Beach (detailed in the camp section 
of this report). A particular highlight was the evening session with Duncan Sutherland (PIVS Parent and 
resident expert) at Cape Woolamai to watch the Short-Tailed Shearwaters come in for the night. It was 
an event enjoyed by a large number of the PIVS community and a wonderful way to end the Nature 
Kids program for the year. 

Bush School 

In mid-2018, Bush School was launched for the Foundation and Level 1 students. Weekly outings 
to various nature reserves around Phillip Island such as Swan Lake, Oswin Roberts Nature Reserve 
and Conservation Hill Reserve at Rhyll, allowed students to practice their ‘Out ‘n’ About’ skills and 
spend time in the natural environment. Spending time in nature is an important part of school life 
at PIVS and it was a great to establish a program specifically for the younger years. Bush School is 
an all-weather program and the children enjoyed returning to the same location on multiple 
occasions to see how it changed throughout the seasons. 

Nature Kids adventures 

Bush School  
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Camps  

Camps are a regular and important feature of the PIVS calendar. Many camps are held throughout 
the year for smaller groups or specific purposes, but the start of the year always kicks off with our 
largest community celebration – FAMP (Family Camp). This year FAMP was held at Cape Paterson 
for the first time and saw 75 students and family members attend the three-day event. Activities 
such as rock pooling, snorkeling, hiking, games and craft were complemented by lots of casual 
mingling of students and families. The campground was ideal for bike riding and outdoor 
adventures, and throughout the three days many parents spent time volunteering in the camp 
kitchen, helping with activities, and getting to know each other and the staff. Quiz night was a 
highlight of the event with the inaugural carved pumpkin trophy going to the winning teams – The 
Water Birds and Family Feud.  

There were three inter-school camps in 2018 – Science Camp and Immersion Learning Camp 
which involved PIVS and KVS students and Mentors, and a camp for five students from each Village 
school who travelled for a two-night camp at Fitzroy Community School (more details are 
recorded under the Inter-School Activities section of this report.) For many of the younger 
students, the first night on school camp without their parents can be a big step, so each year we 

have a School Sleepover Challenge. This is a night at school when we transform the main room 
into a large movie-watching and sleeping zone in which we all bunk in together after pizzas, 
evening games and craft activities. It’s a real buzz when the everyone wakes up in the morning 
realizing that they’ve achieved the challenge, and all feel a little more ready to embark on more 
extensive camp programs. 

A highlight of the One Act Play preparations is the overnight rehearsal intensive which allows cast 
and crew to fully immerse themselves in their roles and team building. The One Act Play Camp 
held just prior to the first performance at the community dinner contributes significantly to 
bringing all the threads of the performance together and is loved by students and mentors alike. 

Science & Immersion   Learning Camps 

FAMP 2018 
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With so much energy in the school’s environmental group 
this year, a Nature Kids Camp was added to the program. At 
the end of Cycle 6, the group headed off to the Coastal 
Discovery Camp at YCW Beach on Phillip Island. Activities 
included rubbish collection at Flynns Beach, a night walk to 
Cape Woolamai to observe the Shearwaters in burrows, a 
visit with the Landcare Group to plant 1200 trees to restore 
habitat at Sheoak Woodlands at the Phillip Island race track, 
and a much-anticipated seal-watching tour.  

In Cycle 7, Level 3-5 students and mentors headed off for the 
third annual Bear Gully Camp. This is bush camping at its 
finest, with unpowered camp sites, long drop toilets and campfire cooking. Students enjoy 

returning to the same location each year to seek out their 
many favourite activities and to re-attempt the physical 
challenges they experienced in the previous year. For all the 
new students to this camp, it was an opportunity to see for 
themselves the location where all the camp legends are 
based and to create some of their own to share with younger 
students in future years.  

As part of their graduation plans and celebrations the Grade 
6s pitched their plan to Fiona McKenzie (Principal) for a special Year 6 Finale Camp. They 
researched, planned and prepared an itinerary, budget and 
packing list and once the go-ahead was received, it was full 
steam ahead to the Great Ocean Road! After catching the 
ferry from Sorrento to Queenscliff, students hit the surf 
coast for three days of water park fun, cooking together, 
relaxing on deck chairs, beach swimming, trampolining and 
more. The students learnt some amazing project planning 
skills in the lead up, and also enjoyed a final year 6 
experience together, reminiscing about their years at PIVS 
and plans for the future.  

Whole School Out ‘n’ Abouts 

Sustainable Schools Expo 

A whole school Out ‘n’ About took place in Cycle 3 to visit the 
Sustainable Schools Expo held at the Inverloch Hub. ‘Waste Not 
Want Not – Living Better with Less’ was the overall theme for the 
expo and our students attended workshops on a variety of topics 
including the principles of renewable energy generation and 
storage. 

Nature Kids Camp 

 Bear Gully Camp 

Year 6 Camp crew 

Sustainable Schools Expo 
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Jump Crazy 

At the end of Cycle 4, the whole school enjoyed some colourful, 
high energy fun at Jump Crazy in Pakenham. Jumping, climbing, 
tumbling, sliding, flying foxes and trampoline dodge ball were a 
great way to end the semester and to strengthen relationships 
between mentors and students. 

 

Coal Creek 

In Cycle 5, the whole school spent the day at Coal 
Creek Community Park and Museum in Korumburra. 
The day provided many wonderful learning 
opportunities about the way people lived in this area 
at the beginning of the 20th Century and to see how 
traditions and ways of life have changed over time. 
The visit was a great adjunct to the students’ research 
for the One Act Play. 

Questacon at The Nobbies 

The year finished off with a visit to ‘Questacon’; Phillip Island Nature 
Parks ‘Science on the Move’ exhibition being held at the Antarctic 
Journey at the Nobbies. With 23 exhibits and 35 science experiences on 
offer, the students had a fabulous time being ‘hands on’. Their favourite 
part of the day without a doubt was part of the permanent Antarctic 
Journey exhibit; the augmented ‘interactive’ big screen. There was plenty 
of laughter as the seals and penguins came up onto the ice platform and 
the students positioned themselves for close encounters. 

Interschool Activities 

In order to provide opportunities for PIVS students to benefit from working with larger numbers of 
students and experience programs facilitated by Mentors from our sister school (Koonwarra Village 
School) a range of interschool activities were held in 2018.  

Netball and soccer friendly matches were held on neutral ground in Wonthaggi after both schools 
practiced their game skills in both PE and a Netball skill extension PLP. Both events were played in 
a spirited manner and displayed friendly rivalry and cheerful banter. They were attended by parents 
and mentors from both schools. 

 

Lois & friends at Jump Crazy 

Coal Creek 

Questacon fun 

Netball court action with KVS 

Soccer match 
with KVS 
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Three interschool camps were held this year. Science Camp (with 
KVS) at Lake Wellington, East Gippsland, where five students from 
each school explored wetland ecosystems, testing water quality 
and identifying bird species. A week-long Immersion Learning 
Camp for Grade 5 and 6 students from PIVS and KVS was held at 
Wilson’s Promontory where student chose between a history or 
science focus for their investigations. The group also completed a 

19km hike to Sealer’s Cove and return and 
conducted a fungi study. Both Village 
Schools also attended a camp at Fitzroy 
Community School where students 
helped to run some of the FCS Fete stalls, 
learnt some large group games and 
attended regular classes. A great way to 
experience city living as well as learn about 
how other schools do things.  
 

Both schools also shared some Nature Journaling experiences where they spent time in different 
natural environments, observing and journaling what they saw. Groups went to Shack Bay, Cape 
Paterson, and the Wonthaggi Wetlands Reserve. 

Broader Community Engagement  

Billy Cart Making PLP – Men’s Shed, Cowes 

In Cycle 5, the Level 2-6 students had the opportunity to craft their own 
childhood memories at the helm of a billy cart during the Billy Cart Making 
PLP that was held at the Men’s Shed. Terry Heffernan and the rest of the 
group at the Men’s Shed, along with some parent and grandparent 
volunteers, got stuck into the plans and navigating the construction of four 
billy carts with the PIVS students. After four weeks of planning, sawing, 
screwing and gluing, the carts were built, and it didn’t take long for the gently 
sloping RSL car park to turn into a billy cart testing ground. Back at school 
we enlisted the help of painter and PIVS parent Alby Agnello to hold a mini 
course in automotive painting where the final products were revealed to the school community. A 
really successful PLP and a great start to an ongoing relationship with the Men’s Shed. 

Bass Coast Shire Council Planned Activity Group 

In 2018 we continued our relationship with the Bass Coast 
Shire Council Planned Activity Group. Planned Activity 
Clients are people who live within the Bass Coast Shire 
and who have been referred to the Council, often due to 
social isolation. Over the many visits we shared activities 
such as reading, card games, music playing and singing, 

board games, musical performances and of course delicious morning tea treats. Both the young 
and old enjoyed sharing and imparting knowledge and many stories. Different groups of students 
joined the PAG on four occasions in 2018. 

Fitzroy Community 
School Fete 

Wilson’s Prom 
Camp 

Nature Journaling 

Billy carts at 
the Men’s 

Shed 

Reading with our PAG friends 



PIVS Annual Report 2018 

 

13  

 

PIVS Chess Club 

Chess Club has become a weekly fixture on the PIVS program and it all 
started after a PLP with the Phillip Island Chess Club at PICAL (Phillip 
Island Community and Learning Centre). Our now resident PIVS chess 
master, Klaus Kollner, was enthusiastic and patient with the children and 
had great success in moving them beyond single moves and into strategy 
and planning. As well as the chess knowledge increasing, and the level of 
game skill evolving, the relationships between all members of the group 
has strengthened and created another wonderful link between PIVS and 
the broader community. 

Playgroup 

The PIVS playgroup continues to allow families who are planning on 
joining the PIVS community to become familiar with each other, the 
school’s philosophy and routines.  

In 2018, relaxed, informal playgroup sessions were held on the school 
grounds each Wednesday morning. Each week the PIVS students took 
part in preparing delicious treats for the ‘Welcome to Playgroup’ morning 
tea with Jess. It was great to see so many families embracing all weather 
conditions, enjoying the connections and outdoor adventures. 

Foundation Transition Group  

During Cycle 8, 2019 Foundation students visited 
PIVS each week for a transition session. They read 
lots of stories together, played games, learned all 
about PIVS and got to meet mentors and other 
students. The new Foundation students became 
more and more confident and comfortable at school 
as the weeks progressed. Over the weeks they 
stayed for increasing lengths of time each week, 
getting to experience morning meeting, morning 
tea, what the school routine looks like, lunch time 
and they also got to buddy up with a group of older 
students. By the end of the sessions, everyone was 
looking forward to the new students and families 
joining PIVS in 2019. 

  

Chess at PICAL 

Emma with the 
2019 Transition 

Group 

Playgrouper in the 
sand pit 
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PIVS Community Activities 

Community Dinners 

Community Dinners were held in Cycles 3, 5 and 
7 in 2018. These are informal evenings in which 
students, staff, families and often extended 
family come together to socialise, and 
sometimes have the added bonus of a student 
presentation. In Cycle 5 guests were treated to 
a prelude performance of A History of Messy 
Rooms, before the One Act Play Festival in 
Foster, and in Cycle 7 the community enjoyed 
a film night as the students presented the films 
they had been working on in previous cycles.  

 

Working Bees 

Our main working bee for the year was in January prior to school 
starting back, after reconfiguring some of our internal learning 
spaces. Parents, students and extended family came along and 
helped with painting the new rooms and re-fitting curtains, along 
with sprucing up the bathroom areas. A bit of TLC was also given 
to the sandpit area, gardens and driveway.  

 

Grade 6 Graduation – Masquerade Dinner at Newhaven Hall 

Our Inaugural Graduation Dinner was a collective effort with many hands 
involved in planning prior to the wonderful evening. Newhaven Hall was 
transformed into a magical and glowing wonderland thanks to parents and 

staff and through a wonderful 
collaboration between PIVS and KVS. To 
ensure that families and staff got to full 
experience the graduation without the 
stress on the night, parents and staff from 
alternate schools took on roles to cook and prepare meals, set 
up, serve and clean up. It was wonderful to see such an event 
run so smoothly and be enjoyed by all across both schools. The 
highlight was seeing 

how much the graduates themselves enjoyed the night; 
their glowing faces speaking volumes. It was also 
amazing to feel the pride of our collective community in 
seeing such wonderful young people so ready to move on 
to high school, while knowing that they will always 
remain part of the Village. 

Film Night 
Community Dinner 

Parent helpers 

Masquerade  
photo booth fun  

2018 Graduates centre stage 
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2018 Graduates 

2018 was the first year at PIVS in which there was a full 
complement of students right from Foundation to Grade 6, so 
it was exciting to be planning for the Grade 6s to Graduate. The 
students themselves were keen to create some memorable 
events across their final year, including the Graduation Dinner 
and Year 6 Camp. In addition, each student was presented with 
a Graduation Book, which they themselves and students and 
mentors from PIVS collectively filled with memories, photos, 
letters, hopes, dreams, sketches, songs and poems across the 
last few cycles. The completed books were presented to the 

students at the Graduation Dinner and it was a proud moment to 
see our first lot of PIVS students head onto the next phase of their journey.  

Staff  

At PIVS our teachers are known as Mentors, to reflect the wholistic approach we take to academic 
learning and personal development. Students work with several Mentors each week which allows 
them to have a broad range of learning experiences, and exposure to different styles of teaching. 
It also allows students to form strong relationships with a range of people, who will work with them 
for their whole time at PIVS. 

We welcomed two new mentors at the start of the year – Abigail Brown and Emma Rushford. 
Emma worked with the Foundation and Level 1 students and Abigail worked with children in Levels 
2-6 across in English and Maths for the first half of the year. 

Fiona McKenzie (Principal) worked with students in Levels 2-6 in Number in the second half of the 
year. Nicholas Pattison worked across P.E., Humanities, Science and Digital Technologies with all 
Levels of students. Jo Huckett joined PIVS at mid-year and predominantly worked with the Level 
1-3 students on Social & Emotional learning and Literacy.  

Students were supported during the year by classroom assistants –Jenny Hanson and Jess Agnello. 
Jess also worked in the kitchen and garden and as playgroup facilitator. 

A new Intern Program started at the beginning of the year with two interns – Craig Dowell and 
Nadine Leed, with Craig also completing his final university placement at PIVS in Term 4. 

Fiona McKenzie was responsible for administration activities 
and facilities, and was supported by Franciska Johnston, 
Adrian Scott and Paul Morris.  

Mentors met once per cycle on student-free days to plan for 
upcoming programs, collaborate on curriculum planning and 
share knowledge and resources.  

None of the staff identified themselves as being of Aboriginal 
or Torres Strait Islander descent. 

L-R: Fiona McKenzie, Jenny Hanson, Franciska Johnston, Emma Newton, Craig Dowell, Nicholas Pattison, Jess Agnello 

  

2018 Graduates – Sebastian, 
Abbey, Georgia, Scarlett, 

Jasmine & Isabelle 
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Staff Development 

Across the year mentors from PIVS had the opportunity to come together with mentors from KVS 
for multiple joint-school Professional Development sessions, including First Aid, CPR and 
Anaphylaxis training, as well as undertaking induction visits at KVS for new staff.  

PIVS Mentors attended the following courses in 2018: Surf Lifesaving Bronze Medallion 
Certification; Thrass (Teaching Handwriting, Reading and Spelling Skills); Cengage Nelson – Using 
Levelled Readers; Primary Teacher’s Maths Conference; and Kimochi Training. Board members 
attended a two-day governance workshop and the Principal attended a 4-day Experience 
Leadership workshop, both run by Independent Schools Victoria. 

A number of staff and board members attended the 
ADEC (Australian Democratic Education Community) 
Conference at the Pine Community School in Brisbane 
in September which was a wonderful opportunity to 
share space with likeminded educators and be inspired 
by the collective knowledge and passion.  

An end of year social dinner was held at Ocean View 
Hotel, Kilcunda for all staff and board members across 
PIVS and KVS and it was a great evening filled with 
stories, knowledge sharing, laughs and good vibes. 

Parent Involvement 

With lots of new parents at PVIS in 2018 it was great to see renewed 
enthusiasm to help out and be part of school life at PIVS. In addition to 
participation in Working Bees and helping with lunches, there was some 
great parent involvement in PLPs: Geoff & Benita Russell (Surfing), 
Sarah Azzato (Hairdressing), Pete Wolf (Self-defense), Franciska 
Johnston (Glee Club), Nick Stephens, Kelly Kirkpatrick & Paul Morris 

(Chess Club). We also had some 
special Learning Activities on a variety of topics delivered by 
members of our parent community: Lachlan Moore (Film 
project - Photographer); Cindy Rochstein (Film project – 
author); Ana Sofia (Spanish); Jo Huckett (One Act Play); 
Duncan Sutherland (Shearwater night talk). We also have 
four Board members who are parents – Lien Sim 
(Chairperson), Pete Wolf, Kelly Kirkpatrick and Paul Morris. 

Community Feedback  

Feedback from the PIVS community is always welcomed and happens in many ways across the 
year.  

Parents and students have various formal forums in which to feedback their level of satisfaction on 
the programs and operations of the school. The weekly Whole School Parliament allows students 
the opportunity to input suggestions into the development of school activities and programs. In 

ADEC Conference Crew 

Parent lunch helpers 

PIVS Board Members – Pete, 
Fiona, Kelly, Lien & Paul 
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June and December, parents were involved in formal meetings (20 minutes) with one or two staff 
members and their child to discuss their child’s academic progress, this is also an opportunity for 
staff to receive parents’ response to the semester’s activities and provide feedback.  

Teachers and staff maintain regular contact with parents via email, phone calls or direct contact 
before and after school throughout the school year to ensure the flow of information between 
home and school is timely and frequent. 

Staff have the opportunity for feedback during weekly staff meetings, planning days each cycle 
and professional conversations held annually. 

In addition, informal feedback can be provided at community events such as working bees and 
community dinners. 

Buildings 

Over the January summer break, our indoor learning spaces were re-imagined and transformed, ready 
for a fresh start to the new year. The existing presentation room was extended and made much larger, 
and the old ‘blue room’ had its curtains replaced with walls and windows, turning it into a new space. 
Plants were hung from the ceiling, and the Younger Years area moved to the front of the building. 

Statistical Information 

Staff composition 

In the 2018 year PIVS employed staff in the capacities below. The total teacher FTE was 7. 

Principal Full Time x 1 

Classroom Teacher Part Time x 4 

Classroom Assistant Part Time x 3 

Teaching Intern Part Time x 2 

Administrative Staff Part Time x 1 

Cleaning & Maintenance Part Time x 2 

In the 2018 year PIVS employed 4 males and 8 females. 

Teacher qualifications 

In 2018 all Teaching staff held a Bachelor Degree, none held a Masters or Doctorate.  
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Student attendance  

The average attendance rate of all students who were enrolled at PIVS for 2018 was 90.5%. Some 
students were absent for longer than usual periods of time due to overseas and domestic travel and 
with a small cohort of students this impacts the percentage rate. 

Some data has been removed due to small sample size and privacy requirements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When a child is absent, parents are expected to notify a staff member by phone call, email, text 
message or direct contact. If no contact has been received from parents, and a child is away for 
more than one day, staff make contact with the parents to determine the cause of the absence. 

Student Outcomes 

Written reports relating to student academic progress were provided to parents in June and 
December, covering all learning areas as well as Self-Directed Learning and Social and Emotional 
Learning. These reports were accompanied by a parent/teacher/student meetings, scheduled for 
all families. 

NAPLAN testing  

All students in eligible grade levels were prepared for the testing in the weeks prior to NAPLAN 
which was conducted in May, 2018. 

According to the MySchool Website the small number of participants means that results were not 
made publicly available although all families received the test results for their child. 

PIVS will continue to support NAPLAN and other types of outcomes testing to ensure student 
achievement in all areas of the curriculum. 
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Income by Funding Source 

 

$113,192

$448,814

$82,820

$14,038

2018 Income

Tuition Fees (17.2%)

Commonwealth Govt. Recurrent (68.1%)

State Govt. Recurrent (12.6%)

Other (2.1%)


